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MPD STRESSES SAFETY, OFFERS ACTIVITIES
AT DISTRICT STATIONS THIS HALLOWEEN
To help ensure that youngsters across DC
have a safe and fun place to celebrate Halloween,
many of the MPD police districts are holding
special events to celebrate the spooky holiday.
Festivities include parties, haunted houses
and Halloween celebrations at each of the
seven police stations. All of the events are free
and designed to provide an opportunity for
Halloween fun for young people and parents
who might want an alternative to trick-ortreating in the community.
For those who will be out and about on
Halloween, the MPD offers a number of common-sense safety tips to help keep young ghosts
and goblins safe. For example, in selecting costumes, bright, reflective and flame-retardant
materials are a must, as are comfortable, well-fitting shoes. Instead of masks, which can
restrict vision, youngsters are encouraged to get creative with face paints. To promote their
safety while walking, trick-or-treaters are reminded to stay on the sidewalk and to cross only
at the corner (never between cars). Motorists need to slow down and be on the lookout for
children. Homeowners are encouraged to turn on exterior lights and clean up any debris near
their property that children could trip on. And, of course, youngsters should never go into
peoples’ homes, talk to or accept rides from strangers, or eat any goodies before adults have
a chance to inspect them.

EMAIL LIST GROUPS HELP STRENGTHEN ONLINE COMMUNITY
The MPD police-community Yahoo discussion groups were created for members of
the community so they could share public safety information in an effort to help reduce
crime and the fear of crime. Information shared on the email list groups include community
announcements, meeting dates, crime statistics, safety concerns and ideas, crime reports, and
safety tips. The listserv also acts as a virtual community, which helps strengthen partnerships
between the local police and the communities they serve. It provides yet another means of
visibility and accessibility for the community.
The listserv discussion groups are designed to attract area residents, employees, students,
business owners, elected officials, and government agency representatives interested in coming
together to solve problems and share public safety-related information that will improve the
quality of life in each police district. It provides an opportunity for all stakeholders and DC
service providers to engage in ongoing online interaction with police, 24 hours a day, seven
days a week, holidays and weekends.
Information posted to the groups is intended to benefit members of a specific police

»» For a list of Halloween safety tips as well as details
on the MPD-sponsored Halloween parties, go to:
http://mpdc.dc.gov/halloween

»» Through SoberRide, adults who have done a little
too much Halloween celebrating can get free cab
rides home from 10 pm on Saturday, October 29
through 6 am on Sunday, October 31. Please call
1-800-200-TAXI or #WRAP (#9727) on your AT&T
wireless telephone. For further details, visit:
http://www.wrap.org/soberride/

»» For more information or the to get the Yahoo
group name of your district email list group, go to:
http://mpdc.dc.gov/emailgroups

district. If you don’t know your police district, you can find out by visiting access the DC
Guide to easily locate a PSA and other resources within a geographic area. Successes of
the police listserv include:
• Faster dissemination of information, especially community meetings and
events.
• Assistance with identifying and taking action against nuisance properties.
• Successful collaborations among community groups, elected officials and
police.
• Greater assistance with lookouts — from missing persons and pets to found
property
• Recognizing good work and identifying areas of service that need
improvement.
• Gauging the community’s concerns.
• Developing relationships, especially when a police district gets a new commander or new
patrol officers
• Identifying community leaders and activists, who are eager to join the group to let their
voices be heard.
• Sharing information between districts.
• Listserv-to-Listserv communications (MPD postings are regularly shared with other large
community online groups, with the potential of reaching 20,000 online users in one day.)

STREETS TO CLOSE FOR MARINE CORPS MARATHON THIS SUNDAY
The Metropolitan Police Department and US Park Police wish to advise the public
and members of the media of the street closures in conjunction with the Marine Corps
Marathon on Sunday, October 30, 2016.
The race begins at 8 am in Arlington, Virginia, and then crosses the Potomac River
into the District of Columbia. Streets along the race route will be closed beginning at 5
am and are expected to re-open by 1 pm. The race course takes runners along Rock Creek
Parkway, portions of the National Mall, and along Ohio Drive, to Haines Point.
While many streets will be closed completely, westbound M Street will remain open
up to Wisconsin Avenue, NW. Motorists will be forced to turn north on Wisconsin
Avenue, NW from M Street, NW or east from Wisconsin Avenue NW to M Street, NW.
Westbound M Street NW will remain open unless otherwise determined.
Due large crowds associated with this event, motorists are encouraged to exercise
extreme caution when traveling in these areas. Police will reopen the roadways as soon
as possible, provided doing so does not interfere with the race. Metrorail will begin
service at 7:00 am on Sunday, October 30, 2016. Due to traffic delays spectators are highly
encouraged to use public transportation.
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Also Noteworthy
Tell Us How We’re Doing. MPD is now
part of Grade DC. We invite you to share your
thoughts on our service – positive or negative –
through MPD’s email groups, our social media,

or by visiting the Grade DC website. Get more
information at http://grade.dc.gov.
Join the MPD Reserve Corps. The MPD
Reserve Corps, a volunteer policing program is
seeking new members. Applications are now
being accepted at http://dcpolicejobs.dc.gov.
Report Crimes Against Children

newsroom at:
http://mpdc.dc.gov

»» A course map as well as additional information
regarding street closures in Arlington County is
posted on the official race website at:
http://www.marinemarathon.com

through the CyberTipline. The
CyberTipline is a Congressionally-mandated
means for reporting crimes against children.
Report crimes 24-hours a day, 7 days a week
by calling 1-800-843-5678 or reporting
crimes online at http://www.cybertipline.
com.

Information, ideas, or comments about this service?
Send an e-mail to KAYLIN CASTELLI, Manager of Internet Communications, at kaylin.castelli@dc.gov
Would you like What’s New in the MPD emailed to you each week?
Register with DC.Gov at http://dc.gov/DC/Subscribe/Email+Alerts

»» Read the complete news release in the MPD’s
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