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TWENTY-SIX NEW OFFICERS ARE HITTING THE STREETS OF DC
Patrols in DC neighborhoods are 

being boosted by the addition of 26 
officers who were sworn in during a 
graduation ceremony on Friday, March 
21, 2014, at Gallaudet University’s Elstad 
Auditorium, 800 Florida Avenue, NE. 

Training awards presented during 
the ceremony recognized Officer Brian 
McCarthy (Academic Training Award); 
Officer Michael Pelrine (Firearms Training 
Award and Vehicle Skills Awards); and 
Officers Brittany Cole and Ronald Brocavich (Physical Skills Awards). The new officers all 
completed approximately 24 weeks of training at the police academy, which includes a full 
program of physical, classroom, and firearms training to prepare them for the challenges of 
being a police officer. The subjects covered include laws of arrest, search and seizure, criminal 
law, traffic regulations, human relations, community policing, and ethics. In addition, recruit 
officers receive skills training in firearms, operation of emergency police vehicles, self-defense, 
advanced first aid, and much more. 

The Metropolitan Police Department (MPD) is focused on building a crime-fighting 
partnership with the community, and developing our own promise and potential as a 
department. Police work requires a certain type of individual — one who has strong 
interpersonal skills and the motivation to work with our partners to help build strong, safe 
and healthy communities throughout the District of Columbia. 

DC POLICE ALERTS PROVIDE RAPID TEXT NOTIFICATION
The Alert DC system provides rapid text notification and update information during a 

major crisis or emergency. This system delivers important emergency alerts, notifications and 
updates on a range of devices including your email account, cell phone, pager, BlackBerry and 
wireless PDA.

When an incident or emergency occurs, authorized DC Homeland Security & Emergency 
Management personnel can rapidly notify you using this community alert system. Alert DC 
is your personal connection to real-time updates, instructions on where to go, what to do, or 
what not to do, who to contact and other important information.

Alert DC is available to citizens of the District of Columbia as well as individuals traveling 
to or working in the District. In addition to Alert DC, users may register for the DC Police 
Alert Program through the same website. The DC Police Alert Program notifies businesses and 
residents about crimes in their police district or service area. This program sends alerts when 
there is information regarding a crime and instructs what to do if recipients have information 
to share.  Sign up for an account to receive alerts and emergency notifications today.

 » For more information on becoming a police officer 
in the MPD visit the police recruiting website at: 
http://dcpolicejobs.dc.gov  

 » The MPD is looking for volunteers to join the 
MPD’s Reserve Corps, which provides qualified 
civic-minded individuals with the opportunity 
to assist the MPD in carrying out its policing 
responsibilities. Details on the Reserve Corps 
and other volunteer programs are available at: 
http://mpdc.dc.gov/page/volunteer-
opportunities-mpdc

 » Get more information on Alert DC and DC Police 
Alert text alerts at: 
http://mpdc.dc.gov/policealert



Information, ideas, or comments about this service? 
Send an e-mail to KAYLIN CASTELLI, Manager of Internet Communications, at kaylin.castelli@dc.gov L E A R N  M O R E  A T

mpdc.dc.govWould you like What’s New in the MPD emailed to you each week?  
Register with DC.Gov at http://dc.gov/DC/Subscribe/Email+Alerts

Tell Us How We’re Doing. MPD is now 
part of Grade DC. We invite you to share your 
thoughts on our service – positive or negative 
– through MPD’s email groups, our social 
media, or by visiting the Grade DC website. Get 
more information at http://grade.dc.gov. 

Join the MPD Reserve Corps. The MPD 
Reserve Corps, a volunteer policing program is 
seeking new members. Applications are now 
being accepted at http://dcpolicejobs.
dc.gov.  

Report Crimes Against Children 
through the CyberTipline.  The 
CyberTipline is a Congressionally-mandated 
means for reporting crimes against children. 
Report crimes 24-hours a day, 7 days a week by 
calling 1-800-843-5678 or reporting crimes 
online at http://www.cybertipline.com.

Preventing terrorism is everybody’s 
business. If you SEE something, SAY 
something. Call the MPD at (202) 727-9099 
to report suspicious activity that has already 
occurred. Call 911 to report in-progress threats 
or emergencies. Learn how you can help 
fight terrorism at http://mpdc.dc.gov/
operationTIPP. 

Support the Washington DC Police 
Foundation. The Washington DC Police 
Foundation is a tax-exempt, non-profit 
organization that brings together the business, 
civic, and other professional communities to 
promote public safety by providing financial 
and in-kind resources to the MPD, expanding 
public safety awareness, and advancing public 
safety policy and initiatives. Learn more about 
the extraordinary support the Washington DC 
Police Foundation provides to the MPD. Learn 
more about the Foundation at http://www.
dcpolicefoundation.org. 

NEWS & NOTES 
Also Noteworthy

MPD CONTINUES EFFORTS TO KEEP COMMUNITY MEMBERS 
EDUCATED ON FILING POLICE COMMENDATIONS AND COMPLAINTS

The Metropolitan Police Department (MPD) is committed to providing quality, 
professional service to all members of the community. The MPD does its best to recognize 
individuals who provide exemplary service. Community members or visitors to DC who 
have had a positive experience with an MPD officer or civilian employee are invited to 
share their positive experiences by submitting a commendation. 

Sometimes, however, individuals may feel that a member of the MPD has failed to 
meet that standard by engaging in misconduct or using excessive force. In these situations, 
individuals are encouraged to report this information to the MPD or the District of 
Columbia’s Office of Police Complaints (OPC).  The Office of Police Complaints is a 
District Government agency that is independent of the MPD, and its mission is to receive, 
investigate, and resolve police misconduct complaints filed by the public against MPD 
and DC Housing Authority Police Department officers.

The MPD will investigate all complaints, including anonymous complaints, in a fair, 
thorough, and impartial manner. OPC has the authority to investigate complaints alleging 
harassment; use of unnecessary or excessive force; use of language or conduct that is 
insulting, demeaning, or humiliating; discrimination; retaliation for filing a complaint 
with OPC; or failure to wear required identification or refusal to provide name and badge 
number when requested to do so by a member of the public.

 » OPC complaint forms and information sheets can be obtained by:
• Visiting OPC at 1400 I St., NW, # 700, Washington, DC  20005
• Calling OPC at (202) 727-3838
• Calling the OPC 24-hour, toll-free hotline at 866-588-0569
• Visiting OPC’s website, http://policecomplaints.dc.gov 

 » OPC complaint forms can be submitted:
• In person or by mail to the address above
• By fax to (202) 727-9182
• By dropping forms off at any MPDC district station 

 » To file a complaint with the MPD, you may:
• Visit any MPD District station or facility
• Call (202) 727-4385 or the 24-hour hotline at 800-298-4006
• Visit MPD’s website at mpdc.dc.gov
• Email the Internal Affairs Bureau (IAB) at citizen.

complaints@dc.gov
• Call the IAB TTY number at (202) 898-1454
• Submit your complaint in person at any MPD facility or 

by mail to: Internal Affairs Bureau, Metropolitan Police 
Department, 51 N Street, NE, 4th Floor, Washington, DC

• Fax your complaint to (202) 727-5116

 » For more information on filing a commendation 
or complaint, visit :
http://mpdc.dc.gov/citizencomplaints


