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Tree of Remembrance, Other Events Help Brighten Holidays for Families of Murder Victims

“There are some who
bring a light so great to
the world that even after
they have gone the light
remains.”

—Unknown
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uring the holiday
season, the Victim
Services Branch par-
ticipated in several
events to support families im-
pacted by homicide and domes-
tic violence in the District. The
Annual Tree of Remembrance is
dedicated to honoring homicide
victims in the District of Co-
lumbia. Families were presented
with a personalized memorial
ornament. Heroes & Helpers,
hosted by Target Department
Stores is a program pairing lo-

cal public safety partners with
youth to go holiday shopping
and foster strong relationships
in our communities. The 6th
District Community Outreach
Team hosted an Angel Tree
event to give children time to
relax and enjoy the season in a
safe place. A surprise visit from
Santa was the highlight of the
day. Ms. Shanda Smith, Founder
of Murdermistaken, held its An-
nual Children’s Holiday Party
in honor of the 31st Anniversa-
ry of the death of her son and

daughter, Rodney and Volante
Smith. Following their deaths,
Ms. Smith dedicated herself to
supporting other mothers and
family members at her annu-

al event. This gathering brings
families together to celebrate
the holidays in a supportive and
caring environment. VSB sends
special thanks to our sponsors
and donors for their support in
making these events successful
and bringing smiles to those in
attendance.
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