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June Is National Gun Violence Awareness Month

For more information, visit n January 2013, a 15-year- paigned for others to Wear Or-  the first Friday and marks the
https://thetriggerproject.org or old teen, Hadiya Pendle- ange to honor her and the 125 beginning of Wear Orange
https://www.peacefordc.org. ton, was killed in Chicago people who are killed due to Weekend. June represents Na-
by Gun Violence. Had- senseless acts of gun violence tional Gun Violence Awareness
iya Pendleton would have daily. Month. The month of June is
turned 18 on June 2, 2015. In National Gun Violence a chance to honor survivors of
her memory, her friends cam-  Awareness Day takes place on gun violence by allowing the

voices of survivors, advocates,
and supporters to be heard by
raising awareness nationally by
sponsoring events in the com-
munity that push to change
legislation and gun laws, and
honoring those affected by Gun
Violence.

Community organizations
such as the T.RI.G.G.E.R. Proj-
ect and Peace for DC work with
community members to bring

awareness and end gun violence
in the District.

—FEdward Mayo
The Memory Forest Project: Celebrate a Life by Planting Trees in Memory of Your Loved One

For more information,

contact Brenda Richardson at The Memory Forest Project is designed to provide an
brendarichardson724@gmail. opportunity for families to plant a tree in honor of their loved
com

ones who have succumb to violence. Trees are planted in areas
of significance to the family in the Distrist of Columbia. This
effort is sponsored in partnership with the Anacostia Parks &
Community Collaborative along with the Metropolitan Police
Department and DDOT’s Urban Forestry Administration. Thisis
arespectful way to keep the memory of the loved one in the
hearts and minds of those who cared for them the most.
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MPD Denim Day in the District

enim Day is a glob-

If you or someone you know
requires information or resourc-
es, please contact the DC Vic-
tim Hotline at (844) 4-HELP-DC
(844-443-5732).

al campaign aimed

at raising awareness

and demonstrating
solidarity with victims and sur-
vivors of sexual assault. The ini-
tiative originated in 1992 when
the Italian Supreme Court over-
turned a rape conviction, ar-

guing that the victim’s

tight jeans implied con-
sent, suggesting she had
assisted the perpetrator
in removing them. In
response, women in the
Italian Parliament wore
denim the follow-
ing day to express
their support for
the victim. This
tradition contin-
ues on Denim
Day, as individu-
als don denim to
show solidarity.

This year, the Metropolitan
Police Department’s Victim Ser-
vices Branch hosted the Den-
im Day in the District event on
April 30, 2025, which was met
with significant success. The
event featured seven awareness
initiatives at Starbucks locations
throughout the District of Co-
lumbia, emphasizing support
for victims and survivors of sex-
ual assault while educating the
community about available re-
sources. Participants were en-
couraged to create messages
of hope and healing on denim
patches and were invited to take
a patch as a symbol of support.

While Denim Day is ob-
served on the last Wednesday
of April, it is vital for victims
and survivors of sexual assault
to know they are supported
every day. The Sexual Assault
Unit (SAU) and Victim Ser-

vices Branch (VSB) of the Met-
ropolitan Police Department
comprises a team of dedicat-

ed professionals committed

to supporting victims of sexu-
al assault throughout the year,
ensuring their case is handled
with compassion and dignity.
—Ashley McHenry and Sharon Daugherty

Upcoming Community Events: Beat the Streets, Late Night Hype and National Night Out

Note that attendees must RSVP
to enter these events. Please
visit www.dprevents.com or

scan the QR code below.

Location Address Day Time

Ridge Road Recreation 830 Ridge Road, SE Friday, June 6 7-11PM
Bald Eagle Recreation Center 100 Joliet Street, SE Friday, June 13 7-11 PM
Kennedy Recreation Center 1401 7th Street, NW Friday, June 20 7-11PM
Oxon Run Recreation Pool 501 Mississippi Avenue, SE Friday, June 27 7-11PM
Riggs LaSalle Recreation Center 501 Riggs Road, NE Friday, July 11 7-11PM
Trinidad Recreation Center 1310 Childress Street, NE Friday, July 18 7-11PM
Woody WaRoad, Recreation Pool | 5100 Southern Avenue, SE Friday, July 25 7-11 PM
Fort Stanton Recreation Pool 1800 Erie Street, SE Friday, August 1 7-11 PM
Rosedale Recreation Center 1701 Gales Street, NE Friday, August 8 7-11PM
Brentwood/ Hamilton Park 1300 6th Street, NE Friday, August 22 7-11PM

) : . elebrate National
For more information, visit

www.mpdc.dc.gov/nno or nghtl Out 2025 with
follow MPD’s social media. MPD! Na-
tional

n DCPolice X DCPoliceDept

Night Out (NNO)
2 officialDCPolice @ dcpolicedept

is an annual event,
sponsored by the Na-
tional Association

of Town Watch, that takes place

annually on the first Tuesday in

August. Each year, the
Metropolitan Police
Department active-
ly joins thousands

of DC residents,
DC government &
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nonprofit agencies, and other
community leaders to celebrate
National Night Out Against
Crime. From community cook-
outs to open houses — block
parties, candlelight vigils and
athletic events.




