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VSB Shares Resources for Sexual Assault Awareness Month

Sexual violence is unwant-
ed sexual contact or be-
havior done without a 
person’s consent. It can 

involve force, threats, manipu-
lation, or coercion. In recogni-
tion of Sexual Assault Awareness 
Month (SAAM), the Victim Ser-
vices Branch (VSB) launched 
its campaign to raise awareness 
around sexual violence by host-
ing various events throughout the 
month of April. These events fos-
tered open 
dialogue, 
provided 
supportive 
resources, 
and strength-
ened part-
nerships to 
support those 
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impacted by this trauma.
VSB continues its ef-

forts to educate and en-
courage MPD 
members to 
stand in sol-
idarity with vic-
tims and survivors 
through our Paint 
MPD Teal initiative. 

	� VSB Members kick off “Paint 
MPD Teal” at the Marion S. 
Barry, Jr. Building.

	� MPD and Community Part-
ners support survivors at  
Starbucks locations. 

	� Officers Support Survivors 
Through Messaging at Paint 
MPD Teal Kickoff Events

MPD’s Victim Services Branch is using a new platform called GovDelivery to improve communication with those we serve. This 
includes posting upcoming events for the Department and community organizations. GovDelivery allows users to create an  
account and easily subscribe to MPD’s Victim Services communications. To subscribe please visit mpdc.dc.gov/subscribe or 
scan the QR code at right. If you have any questions, please feel free to reach us at victim.services@dc.gov.



SCENES FROM AROUND THE DISTRICT

	� Speakers Share Victim-Centered and Trauma 
Informed Information at VSB’s CommUNITY 
Conversation: The Intersection of Law Enforce-
ment, Mental Health Providers and Survivors of 
Sexual Event. 

	� Supportive messaging from across the 
District on Denim Day.

Upcoming Events: June is Gun Violence Awareness Month 
In recognition of Gun Violence Awareness Month, the VSB will be conducting outreach throughout the District. Addi-

tionally, the Wear Orange organization encourages the community to participate in their Wear Orange Weekend: From 

June 5 through 7, 2026, to honor victims and survivors of gun violence. 

For more information, contact us via VSB’s confidential email address at victim.services@dc.gov.

In recognition of National Crime Victims’ Rights Week (NCVRW), VSB 
hosted a community training, “CommUNITY Conversation: The In-
tersection of Law Enforcement, Mental Health Providers and Survivors 
of Sexual Assault,” to deepen the understanding of the intersection be-

tween sexual assault and behavioral health, to identify gaps in service, and 
to strengthen collaborative efforts. 

    Additionally, VSB coordinated MPD’s Denim Day events at several Star-
bucks locations across the District. Denim Day was 
established in the 1990’s after a ruling by the Italian Su-
preme Court, where a rape conviction was overturned 
because the justices felt that since the victim was wear-
ing tight jeans, she must have helped the person who 
raped her remove her jeans, implying consent. On this 
day, wearing jeans is a visible means of supporting vic-
tims and survivors of sexual violence.


