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MPD National Night Out 
Against Crime 2025

NNO was an oppor-
tunity for the Vic-
tim Services Branch 
(VSB) to join thou-

sands of DC residents, DC 
Government and nonprofit 
agencies, and other commu-
nity leaders to unite against 
crime. VSB set up resource ta-
bles and spoke with attendees 
about the available services.  
Staff also provided a brief pre-
sentation on VSB services and 
resources to the DC Housing 
Authority Special Police Offi-
cer Cadets and volunteers. A 
solid draw to the table were 
the many Baller Brigade items, 
while we simultaneously pro-
vided resources. One of our 
partners, Artbae, brought cre-
ative energy to this event. They 
thoughtfully engaged the com-
munity, provided healthy role 
models, and inspired future 
artists! A shout-out to our VSB 
interns who brought more 
positive energy to the events.

VSB Team locations: 1D—
Marlene Castro, Megan Riley; 2D—

Ashley McHenry; 3D—Sharon 
Daugherty, VSB Interns: Niquana 
Penny and Maria Kartsonis; 5D—
Dawn Christie; 6D—Crystal Perry, 
Edward Mayo, 7D—Carla Okonkwo

Chuck Brown Day at  
Fort Dupont Park

Sharon Daugherty joined the 
Department of Parks and Recre-
ation and other service providers 
for the largest summer cele-
bration of Go-Go music in DC.  
Everyone enjoyed live perfor-
mances from local bands and the 
rich history of DC culture.

Faith-Based Safety and  
Wellness Events

Wellness Expo at Matthews 
Memorial Baptist Church, held in 
Ward 8 for church and commu-
nity members. Torie Stone intro-
duced VSB and discussed topics 
of domestic violence awareness, 
crime and safety awareness, back-
to-school safety, crime victim 
resources, and the dynamics be-
tween violence and wellness. She 
also networked with the different 
vendors to learn about local vic-
tim resources.

Edward Mayo and Carla Okonk-
wo participated in MPD’s 1st 
District House of Worship Safe-
ty Forum to present on domes-
tic violence and safety planning 
in the church. Clergy members 
wanted to know the best way to 
educate their congregation on 
DV resources.  Specifically, what 
to do if a member discloses that 
they have a Civil Protective Or-
der against another member. 
Sharon Daugherty networked 
with the attendees to explore 
future partnership opportuni-
ties.    
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VSB Supports Back to School 2025-2026 School Year

Building Trust Between Communities and Law Enforcement

Upcoming Events: October Is Domestic Violence Awareness Month

Starbucks Back-to-School 
Community Event

As summer comes to 
a close and families 
prepare for a new ac-
ademic year, Ludemar 

Carrion, Ashley McHenry, and 
Crystal Perry partnered with the 
Starbucks at KIPP DC Legacy 
College Preparatory. Commu-
nity members, local organi-
zations, and volunteers came 
together to ensure that children 
and youth start the school year 
with the resources, encour-
agement, and confidence they 
need to succeed. VSB connect-
ed with families, shared infor-
mation about available services, 
and assisted in distributing es-
sential school supplies. Seeing 
students’ excitement as they re-
ceived backpacks, notebooks, 

and other learning materials 
reminded me of how impactful 
these small contributions can 
be. Beyond supplies, the event 
also created a space for families 
to learn about health resourc-
es, after-school programs, and 
community support networks. 
These highlight the importance 
of community engagement and 
remind us that preparing stu-
dents for school involves more 
than academics—it is about en-
suring they feel supported, val-
ued, and ready to thrive.

VSB Supports Students at 
DYRS Back2School

Ashley McHenry, Edward 
Mayo, Carla Okonkwo, Crys-
tal Perry, and Lavender Stevens 
were honored to participate in 
the Department of Youth Re-

habilitation Services Back 2 
School event. This gathering 
brought together various com-
munity partners, government 
agencies, and local resources 
to warmly welcome students 
back to the 2025-2026 school 
year. The event was filled with 
resources, food, and entertain-
ment for families, featuring ac-
tivities such as face painting, 
go-kart rides, games, and com-
plimentary hairstyles. Over 800 
backpacks and school uniforms 
were distributed to families in 
need. VSB hosted a table of-
fering school supplies, sweet 
treats, and essential resources 
for victims. Overall, this event 
served as a significant mile-
stone in marking the beginning 
of a successful school year for 
the students in our community.  

Many communities 
consist of citizens 
who have been 
victims of crimes 

but chose not to report their 
victimization to law enforce-
ment. These individuals often 
have several reasons for remain-
ing silent, but one of the most 
common is a lack of faith in law 
enforcement. The community 
and law enforcement can work 
together to change this percep-
tion. For real progress to take 

In recognition of this 
year’s Domestic  
Violence Awareness 
Month (DVAM), 

the VSB will be con-
ducting outreach 
events at the Mayor’s Safe 
Commercial Corridor Hubs 

	▪ Chinatown, 675 H Street NW                                             
October 3, 2025, 2–5 pm

	▪ Anacostia, 2300 Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. Ave. SE 
October 10, 2025, 1–4 pm

place, victims need to under-
stand that law enforcement re-
lies heavily on information and 
tips from the community when 
solving crimes and protecting 
the communities for further 
victimization and retaliation.

Recognizing these concerns, 
the Metropolitan Police Depart-
ment (MPD) has created ways for 
victims and community mem-
bers to share information safely 
and anonymously. Citizens can 
call the anonymous tip line at 

Please join us as we connect 
residents to a range of city ser-
vices in priority areas, with a 
specific focus on working across 
government to keep corridors 
safe and clean while providing 
resources related to domestic 
violence and free swag bags!  The 
hubs will be staffed by outreach 
teams from multiple public safe-
ty and human services agencies 
that will be able to respond in 
real-time to challenges in the 
community.

(202-727-9099) or use the anon-
ymous text number (50411) to 
report information without fear 
of retaliation.  By using these re-
sources, citizens can help protect 
their communities while also 
protecting themselves. 

Together, we can rebuild 
trust, strengthen neighbor-
hoods, and restore faith in law 
enforcement. Every citizen mat-
ter, and every voice is vital to 
building safer, healthier com-
munities.

For more information on the 
upcoming DVAM events, con-
tact Victim Services at victim.
services@dc.gov


