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Supporting Families Affected by Homicide During the Holiday Season

This holiday season, the 
Victim Services Branch 
(VSB) partnered with 
MPD’s 6D Outreach 

Team and various organizations 
to support families impacted by 
homicide in the District. 

	▪ For 18 years, families have at-
tended the Annual Tree of 
Remembrance event to hon-
or their loved ones by placing 
a personalized ornament on 
a commemorative tree. The 

atmosphere provid-
ed a calming space for 
families to reflect on 
their precious memo-
ries. This event creates 
fellowship, encour-
agement, community 
support, and formed 
lasting relationships. A 
tribute banner was also 
made for families to 
share a heartfelt mes-
sage, imprinting words 
of remembrance. This 
year’s theme, the Car-
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dinal, reminds us that, 
“Those we love don’t go 
away, they walk beside us 
every day. Unseen, unheard, 
but always near, still loved, 
still missed, and very dear.” 
– Unknown

It is believed that the Car-
dinal symbolizes that love is 
everlasting, bringing hope, con-
nection, and peace, during the 
grief process. 

	▪ Heroes & Helpers, hosted by 
Target Department Stores, 
is a program pairing MPD 
sworn members with youth 
to go holiday shopping and 
foster strong relation-
ships in our commu-
nities. 

	▪ The 6th District Com-
munity Outreach Team 
hosted an Angel Tree 
event to give children 
time to relax and en-
joy the season in a 
safe place. A sur-

prise visit from Santa was 
the highlight of the day. 

	▪ The Founder of Mur-
dermistaken, Ms. Shanda 
Smith, held the 32nd An-
nual Children’s Holiday 
Party to honor her son and 
daughter, Rodney and Vo-
lante Smith, whose deaths 
encouraged her in sup-
porting other mothers and 
family members by creat-
ing a caring environment 
to celebrate the holidays. 

MPD/VSB expresses our 
gratitude to the sponsors and 

donors for their 
support 

in mak-
ing these 
events suc-
cessful and 
bringing joy 
to those in 
attendance. 

	� The Tree of Remembrance 
event — celebrating its 18th 
anniversary — was held on 
December 13, 2025, at the  
Homicide Branch located at 
101 M Street, SW.



SCENES FROM AROUND THE DISTRICT

	� 6D Angel Tree — MPD members brought 
joy to the children impacted by homicide 
and domestic violence — held on the 
morning of December 20, 2025, at the 
Gospel Ark Temple located on Benning 
Road, NE.

	� MurderMistaken: On the afternoon of 
December 20, 2025, the 32nd Annual Mur-
derMistaken Children’s Christmas Party 
was held at the Department of Youth Re-
habilitation Services Achievement Center. 
The founder, Ms. Shanda Smith, provided 
a caring environment for families affected 
by homicide.

Upcoming Events: February Is Teen Dating Violence Awareness Month (TDVAM)
In recognition of Teen Dating Violence Awareness Month, the VSB will be conducting outreach throughout the 

District, and encourage all to wear orange in solidarity with those who have been affected by Teen Dating Vio-

lence.

For more information, contact us via VSB’s confidential email address at victim.services@dc.gov.
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