
special edition  
Human Trafficking & Teen Violence

VSB Committed to Raising Awareness of Human Trafficking and Teen Dating Violence

In recognition of Human Traf-
ficking Awareness Month 
(HT) and Teen Dating Vio-
lence Awareness Month (TD-

VAM), members of MPD’s Victim 
Services Branch (VSB) launched 
a public education initiative to 
raise awareness and provide sup-
portive resources. 

	▪ Human Trafficking (January) 
is a crime involving the ex-
ploitation of someone for the 
purposes of forced labor or a 
commer-
cial sex act 
by force, 
fraud, or 
coercion. 

	▪ Teen Dat-
ing Vi-
olence 
(February) 
is a pattern 
of harmful 
or abusive 
behaviors within a romantic 
or intimate relationship be-
tween teens ages 12 to 18. 
As part of our commitment to 

these awareness initiatives, 
VSB kicked off Human 
Trafficking Awareness 
Month and Teen Dat-
ing Violence Awareness 

Empower!Empower!
G I V I N G  V I C T I M S A N D  T H E I R  FA M I L I E S  A  V O I C E

A Publication of the Metropolitan Police Department’s Victim Services Branch

Month with “Painting 
MPD Blue” and “Paint-

ing MPD 
Orange”. These cam-
paigns encouraged 
MPD members to 
stand in solidarity 
with victims and sur-
vivors while promot-
ing education and 
prevention through-
out the department. 

Additionally, 
our team hosted 
and participated in 

numerous events to highlight 
MPD’s unwavering commitment 
to increase awareness and pro-
vide resources to 
include shar-
ing blue and 
orange swag 
to foster open 
conversations 

about safety and support. VSB 
also partnered with Union Sta-
tion, Amtrak Police, Starbucks, 
Giant, Department of Youth 
Rehabilitation Services of the 
District of Columbia (DYRS), 
schools, community agencies, 
and housing facilities to expand 
outreach and engage with the 
public on a larger scale. 

	� Human Trafficking Month – 
Painting MPD Blue Across the 
District – Equips MPD mem-
bers with additional tools to 
serve the community.

	� VSB members collaborate 
with Amtrak Police to provide 
resources and coffee donated 
by Starbucks to travelers at 
Union Station.



SCENES FROM AROUND THE DISTRICT

	� Teen Dating Violence Month – The Victim 
Services Branch provided members with 
supportive resources through its ‘Painting 
MPD Orange Across the District’ event.

	� Human Trafficking and Teen Dating 
Violence Events: Victim Services 
hosts events calling attention to 
Human Trafficking and Teen Dating 
Violence in the community. These 
events have proven to be essential in 
connecting victims and our youth to 
supportive services.

Pop-up Table at Giant Food

Housing facility pop-up

VSB Director Diamond Vann 
helps man the resource table at the 
The Marion S. Barry, Jr. Building

The Sixth District resource 
table included a colorful display 
highlighting Teen Dating Violence 
Month

Engaging the youth at the  
Monument Academy Public 
Charter School in Rosedale

Engaging with members at the 
First District and Maurice T. 
Turner, Jr. Metropolitan Police 
Academy

Upcoming Events: April  Is Sexual Assault Awareness Month (SAAM) 
In recognition of Sexual Assault Awareness Month, the VSB will be conducting outreach throughout the District, and 

encourage all to wear teal in solidarity with those who have been affected by Sexual Assault. Additionally, on April 29, 

2026, VSB will recognize Denim Day, a global initiative where individuals wear denim to express support for victims and 

survivors of sexual assault.

For more information, contact us via VSB’s confidential email address at victim.services@dc.gov.


