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VICTIM

John Despertt

LOCATION

2400 block of Virginia Avenue, NW

lpaTE |
Thursday, February 5, 2026

ltve_____________|
4:08 PM

CONTACT

Detective Lucia Benjamin (202) 568-0848 cell
Detective Herman Kelly (202) 805-4601 cell
Homicide Branch (202) 645-9600 main

& /‘i:
DESCRIPTION OF INCIDENT

On Thursday, February 5, 2026, at approximately 4:08 PM, Mr. John Despertt was stabbed and killed in
the 2400 block of Virginia Avenue, NW. The Metropolitan Police Department seeks the public’s assis-

tance in gathering information regarding this homicide.

HOW TO HELP OUR INVESTIGATION

This case is being investigated by the Department’s Homicide Branch. GIVE 5_0 ANONYMOUS TIPS
Anyone with information about this case is asked to call the detective(s] listed above

O —— -
or the Command Information Center [CIC) at (202) 727-9099. Anonymous information CALL [202] 727-9099
may also be forwarded to the Department’s TEXT TIP LINE by text messaging 50411. T“E 4"" TEXT 50411

The Metropolitan Police
Department currently offers a reward of up to $25,000 to anyone who provides information that leads
REWARD to the arrest and conviction of the person(s) responsible

for any homicide committed in the District of Columbia. Wﬁ Cﬂ/rﬂ.
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