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a brief history

program of events

In 1790, Maryland and Virginia ceded portions of their territory for the purpose of
establishing the

Federal City. For the next 10 years, the Federal City was policed

by constables appointed by these two states. In

1802, when the original charter of

Washington was approved, police authority was centralized and
power was granted to the city itself to establish patrols,

Welcome to the Eighth Annual Metropolitan Police Department Awards Ceremony, honoring the sworn
officers and civilian employees of the MPDC and our law enforcement partners, civic organizations,
and residents who have helped to make a difference in our communities over the past year. Please note
that many other awardees have been recognized throughout the year with special ceremonies during
Crime Briefings; as such, this ceremony will celebrate a select few awards of outstanding contributions
to the Department’s overall mission.

impose fines, and establish inspection and licensing
procedures.

Until the creation of the Metropolitan Police

Department in 1861, the city had only an auxiliary watch
with one captain and

Prelude Video

Operation FREE Video

Welcome

Chief Cathy L. Lanier

Presentations of Colors

MPDC Honor Guard

National Anthem

Sheldon West

Invocation

Sergeant Darryl Best

Masters of Ceremonies

Assistant Chief Alfred Durham

Presentation of Awards

COP Medal of Merit
COP Special Award
Reserve Officer of the Year
Civilian Employee of the Year
Detective of the Year
Officer of the Year

Closing Remarks

Chief Cathy L. Lanier

Benediction

Sergeant Darryl Best

15 policemen.

In 1861, President Abraham Lincoln took personal interest
in founding a regular police department for the

District of

Columbia. It was a time of constant danger in the Nation’s
Capital. With the beginning of the Civil War, an army was
billeted in the city, government employees were increased
by ten-fold, and hordes of unsavory elements descended
upon the

District’s few square miles. President Lincoln

personally dispatched an emissary from the newly created
of

Board

Metropolitan Police Commissioners to New York City to become

familiar with that system, which itself was based on the world-acclaimed

Metropolitan

London Police Department.
The ideas and knowledge gained from this study led to the creation of the
Metropolitan Police Department on August 6, 1861. In September of that year,
attorney

William B. Webb was appointed the first Superintendent of the Police, with

an authorized force of
exceed

10 sergeants and a number of patrolmen as needed, but not to

150. Up to 10 precincts were authorized. The Superintendent of Police was paid

$1,500 annually, with sergeants earning $600 and patrolmen $480.
The sergeants and most of the personnel for
two precincts were sworn in that

September.

Officers had to be US citizens, able to read
and write the

English language, have been

DC residents for two years, never convicted
of a crime, between

25 and 45 years of age,

and at least five feet, six inches tall.
men went to work right away in

The

12-hour

shifts, seven days a week with no days off
and no vacations.

They were issued neither

equipment nor badges, and they had to obtain their
own handguns.

The first arrest made by a Metropolitan Police officer was on a charge

of intoxication.
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C OP A W AR D OF MERIT

Chief of police special award

Presented to employees of other District of Columbia agencies
or members of other law enforcement agencies whose actions
have significantly enhanced the MPDC’s ability to prevent crime,
deliver public services or otherwise carry out the Department’s
public safety mission.

Presented to residents, businesses, civic groups and other community
stakeholders in the Washington Metropolitan region who have built
strong partnerships with the MPDC to reduce crime, strengthen
neighborhoods or improve the operations of the Department.

Carole Lewis

Chief, Transportation Safety Division,
District Department of Transportation

C

arole Lewis serves as Chief of the Transportation Safety
Division with the District Department of Transportation
(DDOT). Ms. Lewis has been instrumental in supporting
the Metropolitan Police Department’s traffic safety
operations. Programs such as Click it or Ticket and Smooth Operator
are just two that Ms. Lewis assists the department in executing. These
programs are integral to effectively educating the public and enforcing
traffic safety throughout the District, making the city a safer place for both residents and
tourist alike.

Emeka Moneme

Director, District Department of Transportation

E

meka Moneme serves as Director of the District Department
of Transportation (DDOT). Director Moneme has
been instrumental in supporting the Metropolitan Police
Department’s traffic safety operations. Through Mr. Moneme’s
efforts, he has spearheaded DDOT’s participation in monthly MultiAgency Targeted Safety Sessions (MATTS) and coordinated a number of Inter-Agency initiatives
aimed at addressing traffic safety within the District. Mr. Moneme serves as a true beacon for the
District of Columbia community ensuring the safety of all.

Kara Priessel

Kurt Erickson

President, Washiongton Regional Alcohol Program

M

r. Kurt Erickson currently
serves as President of the
Washington
Regional
Alcohol
Program
(WRAP). Mr. Erickson has served as a
cooperative partner with the Metropolitan
Police Department. The Washington
Regional Alcohol Program is an awardwinning, public-private coalition aimed at combating drunk driving
and underage drinking within the Washington Metropolitan area.
Mr. Erickson’s advocacy for tougher penalties for repeat offenders and
education with local schoolchildren against the dangers of drinking and
driving is one of many steps he has taken towards making the District of
Columbia a safer place.

Assistant Attorney General, DC Office of Attorney General

K

ara Preissel formerly served as Assistant Attorney General with the Office of the
Attorney General. Ms. Preissel was an invaluable asset and cooperative partner
with the Metropolitan Police Department. Ms. Preissel served as departmental
representative for the Multi-Agency Targeted Safety Sessions (MATSS) and
was a stalwart in the battle against impaired driving. Her due diligence had a direct impact in
the Department’s efforts to combat DUI enforcement within the District of Columbia and her
contribution is still felt.
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J OSEPH PO Z ELL
reserve officer of the year
Presented to MPDC reserve sworn personnel who have exemplified
the dedication to duty, leadership, community service, and
professionalism that makes the Department a shining example of
policing for the rest of the nation.

Reserve Captain Dennis Starks

Patrol Services and School Security Bureau/First District

R

eserve Captain Dennis Starks
is a retired veteran member
currently assigned to the First
District Reserve Corps. Reserve
Corps serve as a necessary and integral part
in providing additional manpower for the
Department. Captain Starks has worked
consistently as part of the Midnight weekend
tour of duty. Captain Starks has exemplified his dedication through the
extensive amount of hours he provides to the First District and the
Department is grateful for his continued dedication.
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deborah r. ennis civilian
EMPLOYEE OF THE YEAR
Presented to MPDC full- or part-time civilian employee(s) for
outstanding performance, leadership, innovation, problem solving
or consistent excellence.

Kenneth Wall

Corporate Support Bureau, General Support Services Division, Fleet Services Branch

K

enneth Wall is a twoyear civilian member of
the Metropolitan Police
Department, who currently
serves as Fleet Supervisor within the Fleet
Services Branch. Upon assuming his role
with the MPD, Wall has proven to be an
invaluable asset to the Department. Mr. Wall
ensures the readiness of the Department’s fleet in an effort to not only
support the mission of the Chief of Police but to protect the citizens of the
District of Columbia. Through Kenneth Wall’s efforts, the Department
has been able to ensure the Department’s ability to serve and protect those
within our community.
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D ETE C TIVE OF THE YEAR

OFFI C ER OF THE YEAR

Presented to sworn, full-time member(s) in the rank of detective, for
exceptional skill and outstanding achievements in investigating
criminal activity, bringing offenders to justice, and assisting the
victims and survivors of crime.

Presented to MPDC sworn, full-time member(s) below the rank of
Chief, for exceptional achievement in any police endeavor, including
valor, crime prevention, investigative work, community policing,
traffic safety, drug control and prevention, juvenile programs, and
training programs.

Detective Dwayne Corbett

Officer Brian Bobick

Superintendent of Detectives Division, Violent Crimes Branch, Homicide Squad

A

s a 20-year veteran of the Metrop
olitan Police Department,
Detective Dwayne Corbett has
been part of the Violent Crimes
Branch’s Homicide Squad for 15 years.
Throughout his career, Detective Corbett has
shown an uncanny ability to relate to citizens,
victims of crime, and suspects alike. Detective
Corbett has gone above and beyond the call of duty on behalf of the
citizens of the District of Columbia, particularly the citizens of PSA 504.
Detective Corbett’s professionalism and dedication to duty continues to
be an example of excellence for the entire department and the community
for which he serves.
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Patrol Services and School Security Bureau/Sixth District

O

fficer Brian Bobick is a 6-year
member currently assigned
to the Sixth Police District.
Throughout his tenure with
the department, Bobick has exemplified his
dedication through stellar performance. This
year was no exce ption. On December 13,
2007, Officer Bobick displayed great heroism
when he went above and beyond the call of duty by pushing his partner
out of the path of a speeding stolen vehicle. Officer Bobick’s meritorious
action of valor and selfless service reflects not only his dedication to the
Metropolitan Police Department, but to the entire District of Columbia.
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with special thanks

awards commit tee
executive assistant chief (chairman)

internal affairs bureau

Assistant Chief Alfred Durham

Assistant Chief Peter Newsham

homeland security bureau

investigative services bureau

Assistant Chief Patrick Burke

Assistant Chief Winston Robinson

professional development bureau

corporate support group

Assistant Chief Joshua Ederheimer

Edward Hamilton

reproduction and copier center

communications

Ben Dowdell and Staff

Traci Hughes and Staff

photographic section

office of the chief financial officer

Bill Gresham and Staff

Martin Carmody and Staff

metropolitan police academy

office of pay and retirement services

Inspector Victor Brito and Staff

Johnetta Bond and Staff

parol services & school security bureau

Assistant Chief Diane Groomes

o u r co m m u n i t y pa r t n e r s
The Metropolitan Police Department extends a
special thank you to the Town Hall Education, Arts
and Recreation Campus (THEARC) for the use of its magnificent
facility to host our Annual Awards Ceremony.

c e r e m o n y STAFF

human resources management (chairman)

media productions

Commander Jennifer Greene

Richard Hardy

office of the executive officer

photographic section

Sergeant Jane Dryden

Anthony Brown
Bill Gresham

J J J

human resource management (staff)

Lt. Richard Mattiello
Sonya Fox
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school safety division

Sergeant Sonja Flipping
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Congratulations and thank you to all
of this year’s award recipients
metrop olitan p olice department

