MPD Adult Arrest Data - Explanatory Note 02/12/2025

Explanatory Note: This data includes adult arrests made by the Metropolitan Police Department (MPD).
The information within this report pertains to reports entered into MPD’s Record Management System
whereby an arrest occurred between: January 1, 2024 - December 31, 2024. Totals are based on the
most serious arrest charge (i.e., each row denotes one arrest, not one charge), and one person may be
booked on more than one arrest charge.

The Metropolitan Police Department collects race and ethnicity data according to the United States
Census Bureau standards (https://www.census.gov/topics/population/race/about.html). Hispanic, which
was previously categorized under the Race field prior to August 2015, is now captured under Ethnicity.
All records prior to August 2015 have been updated to “Unknown (Race), Hispanic (Ethnicity)”. Race,
ethnicity and gender data are based on officer observation, which may or may not be accurate.

MPD cannot release exact addresses to the general public unless proof of ownership or subpoena is
submitted. The GeoX and GeoY values represent the block location (approximately 232 ft. radius) as of
the date of the arrest and offense. Arrest and offense addresses that could not be geocoded are
included as an “unknown” or “NA” value. In 2024, data when a defendant’s last known address is
outside of the Washington, DC, the Defendant PSA field and the Defendant District is left blank.

Arrestee age is calculated based on the number of days between the self-reported or verified date of
birth (DOB) of the arrestee and the date of the arrest; DOB data may not be accurate if self-reported,
and an arrestee may refuse to provide his or her date of birth. Due to the sensitive nature of juvenile
data and to protect the arrestee’s confidentiality, any arrest records for defendants under the age of 18
or with missing age are excluded in this dataset.

The Central Complaint Number (CCN) and arrest number have also been anonymized.

This data may not match other arrest data requests that may have included all law enforcement
agencies in the District or all arrest charges. Arrest totals are subject to change and may be different
than MPD Annual Report totals or other publications due to inclusion of juvenile arrest summary,
expungements, investigation updates, data quality audits, etc.

Prior to January 1, 2024, arrest totals were based solely on the top arrest charge per arrest number.
One person may be booked on more than one arrest charge. On and after that date, arrest totals are
based solely on the top arrest charge of the arrest event. Where the arrest event includes more than
one arrest number, the top charge of the lowest arrest number in the arrest event is considered the
top charge. The updated methodology further enhances the accuracy of counting arrests by
consolidating arrests with more than one Arrest Number to a single arrest count, more specifically,
juvenile arrests due to booking processes.

Data for 2024 queried on 01/09/2025 via MPD Mark43/Data Warehouse System.
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