GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
METROPOLITAN POLICE DEPARTMENT

FINDINGS OF FACT IN USE OF FORCE INCIDENT

*This is a brief summary and not a full investigative record of the event.*

Force Type (s): Discharge of a Service Pistol at an Animal
(miss)

Incident Date: December 17, 2025

Publication Date: March 27, 2026

Involved MPD Member(s): Officer 1 (OFC1)

Rank, Division Assigned, Race/Gender: Fifth District
Black/Male

Subject of the Force’s Race/Gender and Age | A male pit bull dog

at time of the use of force incident:

Use of Force Review Board Date: March 2, 2026

SYNOPSIS OF USE OF FORCE

Officer 1 (OFC1) was outside of a school at dismissal when he saw a dog attacking a young girl.
OFCl followed the dog and it came around a car he was using as a barrier, exhibiting signs it
was going to attack him. OFC1 discharged a single round from his service pistol, missing the
dog.

Consistent with MPD policy, this use of force incident was referred to MPD's Internal Affairs
Division (IAD) for investigation. The MPD's use of force investigative procedures are outlined
in GO-RAR-901.07 (Use of Force). After all available evidence was collected and analyzed, and
statements were reviewed, the IAD final investigative report was completed on February 11,
2026. The material facts regarding this use of force incident are outlined below.

EVENTS THAT LED TO POLICE CONTACT

1. On December 17, 2025, OFC1 was on foot assisting with school dismissal in the 4800
block of Benning Road, Southeast.

2. OFCI1 heard screaming and then saw a young girl on the ground being bitten by a pit bull
dog, across the street.

3. The girl tried to run away and the dog chased her, biting her on the leg.
4. The dog then ran away up the street.

5. OFCI1 followed the dog up the street, warning people to stay away.

6. OFCI located the dog in front of its owner’s residence.

7. OFCI1 stood in the street behind a parked car.

EVENTS THAT LED TO THE USE OF FORCE
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8. The dog began to bark at OFC1 and quickly approached him, rounding the back of the
vehicle and coming within a few feet of OFC1 while displaying its teeth and growling.

9. OFCI feared he would be attacked and bit by the dog and discharged his service pistol
one time at it, missing.

10. The dog ran away and would later be located in its owner’s residence, unharmed.
ACTIONS AFTER THE USE OF FORCE

11. The girl who was attacked by the dog was transported to the hospital by DCFEMS for
multiple bite wounds.

12. The owner of the dog was issued a citation for Unleashed Dog.

13. The Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals was notified of the event and
conducted a home visit for the dog and its owner.

PROSECUTORIAL REVIEW BY THE US ATTORNEY’S OFFICE (USAO)

As outlined in MPD policy, GO-RAR-901.07 (Use of Force), the discharge of a firearm at an
animal is considered a serious use of force. Consistent with GO-RAR-901.07 (Use of Force), the
Director of the Internal Affairs Division authorized the issuance of the Reverse Garrity warning
in this case. This incident did not meet the requirements for prosecutorial review by USAO.

FINDINGS OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS DIVISION (IAD) ADMINISTRATIVE
INVESTIGATION

On February 11, 2026, the IAD final investigation made the following findings based on a
preponderance of the evidence regarding the use of force by the involved member:

e The Use of Force — Discharge of a Service Pistol at an Animal (Single Round) — by
OFC1 was JUSTIFIED.

FINDINGS OF THE USE OF FORCE REVIEW BOARD (UFRB)

On March 2, 2026, the UFRB convened to review the final investigative report prepared by the
IAD and the evidence regarding the use of force by the involved member. The UFRB ruled:

e The Use of Force — Discharge of a Service Pistol at an Animal (Single Round) — by
OFC1 was JUSTIFIED.

The UFRB directed that OFC1 attend a scene review of the incident at the Metropolitan Police
Academy. The training to include: scenario-based examples that allow for follow-up discussions
and review, firearm safety, and officer’s safety.
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