GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
METROPOLITAN POLICE DEPARTMENT

FINDINGS OF FACT IN USE OF FORCE INCIDENT

*This is a brief summary and not a full investigative record of the event.*

Incident Type (s): Straight Strikes to a Handcuffed Prisoner
Incident Date: May 31, 2025
Publication Date: October 15, 2025
Involved MPD Member(s): Officer 1 (OFCI)
Rank, Division Assigned, Race/Gender: Seventh District
Black Male
Officer 2 (OFC2)
Seventh District
Asian Male
Decedent’s Race/Gender and Age at time of | Black Female
the incident: 18 years old
Use of Force Review Board Date: September 11, 2025
SYNOPSIS

On May 31, 2025, Seventh District officers responded to an address in the 2700 block of Bruce
Place, Southeast, for the report of a Domestic Violence assault. The subject of force (SOF) was
determined to have committed the offense and was placed under arrest. Throughout the
encounter, the SOF was not compliant with officers’ directives and continually resisted their
efforts to handcuff her and hold her in police custody. While placing the handcuffed SOF inside
a police vehicle for transport, the SOF began biting the hand of OFC1. OFC1 and OFC2 each
delivered two (2) straight strikes to the SOF’s face to stop her from biting OFCI.

Consistent with MPD policy, this use of force was referred to MPD's Internal Affairs Division
(IAD) for investigation. MPD's applicable investigative procedures are outlined in GO-RAR-
901.07 (Use of Force). After all available evidence was collected and analyzed, and statements
from police and civilian witnesses were reviewed, the IAD final investigative report was
completed on September 3, 2025. The material facts regarding this use of force are outlined
below.

EVENTS THAT LED TO POLICE CONTACT

1. On May 31, 2025, Seventh District officers responded for the report of a domestic
violence assault.

2. Upon arriving on the scene, the officers were advised that the SOF had committed the
offense and was attempting to flee the location.

3. Officers located the SOF in the parking lot of the complex and stopped her.

THE USE OF FORCE
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While continuing their on-scene investigation, the SOF was detained, in handcuffs, and
seated on the curb. The SOF manipulated her body and brought her handcuffed hands in
front of her.

While the officers were interviewing another individual, the SOF stood and attempted to
flee police custody by walking away. After she was stopped by officers, the SOF
attempted to pull her body away from the officers’ grasp.

Officers determined that the SOF would be placed under arrest. When informed of this,
the SOF sat on the ground and refused to move or comply with the officers’ directives.

Four (4) officers, including OFC1 and OFC2, began to carry the SOF to the police
vehicle for transport. As they did so, the SOF repeatedly kicked her legs in an effort to
assault the officers.

Once they reached the police vehicle, the officers attempted to place the SOF inside. The
SOF bit the hand of OFC1.

OFC1 and OFC2 each delivered two (2) straight strikes to the SOF’s face to stop her
from biting OFCI.

The use of force caused the SOF to disengage from OFC1’s hand.

ACTIONS AFTER THE USE OF FORCE

When the officers attempted to close the vehicle door, the SOF put her leg in the doorway
to prevent the door from closing. She was then able to exit the vehicle, and sat down on
the ground.

A third officer advised the SOF that she would be OC sprayed if she did not comply with
the officers’ directives. When the SOF did not comply, the third officer deployed his OC
spray at the SOF, which took effect and she was again taken into custody.

PROSECUTORIAL REVIEW BY THE US ATTORNEY’S OFFICE (USAO)

As outlined in MPD policy, GO-RAR-901.07 (Use of Force), strikes to a handcuffed prisoner are
referred to the USAO to make an independent determination as to whether there was any
criminal wrongdoing by members that should be prosecuted. On June 5, 2025, the USAO
notified the MPD that they did not intend to pursue criminal charges regarding the use of force.

FINDINGS OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS DIVISION (IAD) ADMINISTRATIVE
INVESTIGATION

On September 3, 2025, the IAD final investigation made the following findings based on a
preponderance of the evidence regarding the use of force:

The Use of Force — First Straight Strike - by Officer 1 was JUSTIFIED.
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e The Use of Force — Second Straight Strike - by Officer 1 was JUSTIFIED.

e The Use of Force — First Straight Strike - by Officer 2 was JUSTIFIED.

e The Use of Force — Second Straight Strike - by Officer 2 was JUSTIFIED.
FINDINGS OF THE USE OF FORCE REVIEW BOARD (UFRB)

On October 2, 2025, the UFRB convened to review the final investigative report prepared by the
IAD and the evidence regarding the use of force. The UFRB ruled:

e The Use of Force — First Straight Strike - by Officer 1 was JUSTIFIED.
e The Use of Force — Second Straight Strike - by Officer 1 was JUSTIFIED.
e The Use of Force — First Straight Strike - by Officer 2 was JUSTIFIED.

e The Use of Force — Second Straight Strike - by Officer 2 was JUSTIFIED.
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