GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
METROPOLITAN POLICE DEPARTMENT

FINDINGS OF FACT IN USE OF FORCE INCIDENT

*This is a brief summary and not a full investigative record of the event.*

Force Type (s): Single Straight Strike (To Handcuffed
Prisoner)

Incident Date: May 5, 2025

Publication Date: October 15, 2025

Involved MPD Member(s): Sergeant 1

Rank, Division Assigned, Race/Gender: First District
White/Male

Subject of the Force’s Race/Gender and Age | Black/Male

at time of the use of force incident: 41 years old

Use of Force Review Board Date: July 17, 2025

SYNOPSIS OF USE OF FORCE

The subject of force (SOF) bit an MPD member multiple times on her hands and arms and
refused to let go. Sergeant 1 was present and reacted by using one straight strikes toward the
SOF’s face, which resulted in no injuries and the SOF released their bite. Consistent with MPD
policy, this use of force incident was referred to MPD's Internal Affairs Division (IAD) for
investigation. MPD's use of force investigative procedures are outlined in GO-RAR-901.07 (Use
of Force). After all available evidence was collected and analyzed, and statements from the
subject of the force, and police witnesses were reviewed, the IAD final investigative report was
completed on June 30, 2025. The material facts regarding this use of force incident are outlined
below.

EVENTS THAT LED TO POLICE CONTACT

. On May 5, 2025, at approximately 0050 hours, members of the Fourth District were dispatched
to the 3500 block of Warder Street, Northwest, for a burglary in progress.

. Once on the scene, the responding officers found a broken window in the front of the residence.
The officers located suspected blood outside the residence and entered the residence. Once inside
the residence the members located more suspected blood.

. The officers located the subject of force (SOF) inside the residence suffering from a laceration to
his left hand consistent with broken glass.

. After conducting their investigation, it was determined the SOF did not live at the residence nor
had permission to be there and was arrested for Unlawful Entry and Destruction of Property
(misdemeanor).

. The SOF was handcuffed.
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The SOF was transported to the hospital for his injuries.

EVENTS THAT LED TO THE USES OF FORCE

En route to the hospital, the SOF became agitated and began cussing and making threats as well
as smearing his blood in the back of the transport. The SOF also slipped his handcuffed arms to
the front of his body.

The transporting officer made a notification to the dispatcher of the SOF’s behavior, and
additional units met them at the hospital, to include Sergeant 1.

As they attempted to remove the SOF from the rear of the transport, he became assaultive and
kicked an officer in the groin and Sergeant 1 in the chest.

Once out of the rear of the transport, the SOF refused to walk, and the members attempted to sit
him in a wheelchair. As they tried to strap him in, the SOF became assaultive again and bit an
MPD member multiple times on her hands and arms. Sergeant 1 immediately used one straight
strike with his right hand to the SOF’s face which caused him to release his bite.

ACTIONS AFTER THE USES OF FORCE
The SOF was not injured by the strike.

The SOF eventually walked into the hospital and was treated for the laceration to his hand,
which was related to the burglary.

PROSECUTORIAL REVIEW BY THE US ATTORNEY’S OFFICE (USAO)

As outlined in MPD policy, GO-RAR-901.07 (Use of Force), all strikes against a handcuffed
subject are considered uses of force indicting potential criminal conduct and are referred to the
USAO to make an independent determination whether the use of force involved any criminal
wrongdoing that should be prosecuted. On May 8, 2025, the USAO notified the MPD they were
declining to prosecute the incident.

FINDINGS OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS DIVISION (IAD) ADMINISTRATIVE
INVESTIGATION

On June 30, 2025, the IAD final investigation made the following finding based on a
preponderance of the evidence regarding the use of force by the involved member:

e The Use of Force — Single Straight Strike - by Sergeant 1 was JUSTIFIED.
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GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
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FINDINGS OF THE USE OF FORCE REVIEW BOARD (UFRB)

On July 17, 2025, the UFRB convened to review the final investigative report prepared by the
IAD and the evidence regarding the uses of force by the involved member. The UFRB ruled:

e The Use of Force — Single Straight Strike - by Sergeant 1 was JUSTIFIED.
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