GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
METROPOLITAN POLICE DEPARTMENT

FINDINGS OF FACT IN USE OF FORCE INCIDENT

Force Type (s): Discharge of a Firearm — Fatal

Incident Date: February 18,2025

Publication Date: October 14,2025

Involved MPD Member(s): Officer 1

Rank, Division Assigned, Race/Gender: Black/Male
Fourth District
Officer 2
Hispanic/Male
Third District

Subject of the Force’s Race/Gender and Age | Black/Male

at time of the use of force incident: 29 years old

Use of Force Review Board Date: June 30, 2025

SYNOPSIS OF USE OF FORCE

The subject of force (SoF) was involved in a traffic crash with an MPD vehicle. After, he swung
a knife at OFCI1 and demanded the officer’s gun. OFC1 discharged one round at the SoF who
went to the ground. The SoF then stood and walked after OFC1 with the knife. OFC1 retreated.
The SoF entered an unoccupied MPD vehicle and unsuccessfully tried to drive it away. The SoF
ran to an occupied civilian vehicle and opened the door while holding the knife. The driver fled
into the passenger seat and OFC2 discharged several rounds at the SoF, fatally striking him.

Consistent with MPD policy, this use of force incident was referred to MPD's Internal Affairs
Division (IAD) for investigation. MPD's use of force investigative procedures are outlined in
GO-RAR-901.07 (Use of Force). After all available evidence was collected and analyzed, and
statements from police and civilian witnesses were reviewed, the IAD final investigative report
was completed on June 8, 2025. The material facts regarding this use of force incident are
outlined below.

EVENTS THAT LED TO POLICE CONTACT

1. On February 18, 2025, the subject of force (SOF) was involved in a traffic crash in which
he suddenly drove his vehicle across the double yellow lines into an oncoming traffic
lane in the 3400 block of Georgia Avenue, Northwest, and struck the side of a marked
MPD scout car being driven by OFCI1.

EVENTS THAT LED TO THE USE OF FORCE

2. Both vehicles came to a stop. The SOF exited his vehicle wearing a mask and holding a
knife and told OFC1, who was still inside his vehicle, to give him his gun.

3. OFCI1 pointed his service pistol at the SOF.
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The SOF continued to demand OFC1’s gun, reached through the window of the scout car
and swung his knife at OFC1, who had climbed partially into the passenger seat.

. OFCI discharged one round at the SOF who dropped to the ground.

OFC1 exited his vehicle. The SOF stood up and, with knife in hand, walked after OFC1,
who retreated.

Additional officers responded. The SOF entered an unoccupied marked MPD scout car
and unsuccessfully tried to drive it away.

The SOF did not comply with officers’ commands and the SOF said they would have to
kill him.

The SOF exited the MPD scout car and ran towards a laundromat.

The SOF, with knife in hand, opened the driver’s door of a car parked beside the
laundromat. The driver got into the passenger seat to get away.

OFC2 discharged his service pistol eleven times at the SOF, who was struck, dropped the
knife and dropped to the ground.

ACTIONS AFTER THE USE OF FORCE
. Officers rendered first aid to the SOF and DCFEMS responded.
. The SOF sustained fatal gunshot wounds and was pronounced deceased on scene.
. Two knives were recovered on scene.

PROSECUTORIAL REVIEW BY THE US ATTORNEY’S OFFICE (USAO)

As outlined in MPD policy, GO-RAR-901.07 (Use of Force), the discharge of a firearm is
considered a serious use of force, and the incident was referred to the USAO to make an
independent determination whether the use of force involved any criminal wrongdoing that
should be prosecuted. On May 2, 2025, the USAO notified the MPD they were declining to
prosecute the incident.

FINDINGS OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS DIVISION (IAD) ADMINISTRATIVE
INVESTIGATION

On June 8, 2025, the IAD final investigation made the following findings based on a
preponderance of the evidence regarding the use of force by the involved member:

The Use of Force — Discharge of a Service Pistol, Single Round - by OFC1 was classified
as JUSTIFIED.
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e The Use of Force — Discharge of a Service Pistol, First Round - by OFC2 was classified
as JUSTIFIED.

e The Use of Force — Discharge of a Service Pistol, Second Round - by OFC2 was
classified as JUSTIFIED.

e The Use of Force — Discharge of a Service Pistol, Third Round - by OFC2 was classified
as JUSTIFIED.

e The Use of Force — Discharge of a Service Pistol, Fourth Round - by OFC2 was
classified as JUSTIFIED.

e The Use of Force — Discharge of a Service Pistol, Fifth Round - by OFC2 was classified
as JUSTIFIED.

e The Use of Force — Discharge of a Service Pistol, Sixth Round - by OFC2 was classified
as JUSTIFIED.

e The Use of Force — Discharge of a Service Pistol, Seventh Round - by OFC2 was
classified as JUSTIFIED.

e The Use of Force — Discharge of a Service Pistol, Eighth Round - by OFC2 was
classified as JUSTIFIED.

e The Use of Force — Discharge of a Service Pistol, Ninth Round - by OFC2 was classified
as JUSTIFIED.

e The Use of Force — Discharge of a Service Pistol, Tenth Round - by OFC2 was classified
as JUSTIFIED.

e The Use of Force — Discharge of a Service Pistol, Eleventh Round - by OFC2 was
classified as JUSTIFIED.

FINDINGS OF THE USE OF FORCE REVIEW BOARD (UFRB)

On June 30, 2025, the UFRB convened to review the final investigative report prepared by the
IAD and the evidence regarding the use of force by the involved member. The UFRB ruled:

e The Use of Force — Discharge of a Service Pistol, Single Round - by OFC1 was classified
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as JUSTIFIED.

The Use of Force — Discharge of a Service Pistol, First Round - by OFC2 was classified
as JUSTIFIED.

The Use of Force — Discharge of a Service Pistol, Second Round - by OFC2 was
classified as JUSTIFIED.

The Use of Force — Discharge of a Service Pistol, Third Round - by OFC2 was classified
as JUSTIFIED.

The Use of Force — Discharge of a Service Pistol, Fourth Round - by OFC2 was
classified as JUSTIFIED.

The Use of Force — Discharge of a Service Pistol, Fifth Round - by OFC2 was classified
as JUSTIFIED.

The Use of Force — Discharge of a Service Pistol, Sixth Round - by OFC2 was classified
as JUSTIFIED.

The Use of Force — Discharge of a Service Pistol, Seventh Round - by OFC2 was
classified as JUSTIFIED.

The Use of Force — Discharge of a Service Pistol, Eighth Round - by OFC2 was
classified as JUSTIFIED.

The Use of Force — Discharge of a Service Pistol, Ninth Round - by OFC2 was classified
as JUSTIFIED.

The Use of Force — Discharge of a Service Pistol, Tenth Round - by OFC2 was classified
as JUSTIFIED.

The Use of Force — Discharge of a Service Pistol, Eleventh Round - by OFC2 was
classified as JUSTIFIED.
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