GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
METROPOLITAN POLICE DEPARTMENT

FINDINGS OF FACT IN USE OF FORCE INCIDENT

Force Type (s): Straight Strike (To Handcuffed Prisoner)
Incident Date: January 3, 2025
Publication Date: October 14,2025
Involved MPD Member(s): Officer 1
Rank, Division Assigned, Race/Gender: First District
White/Female
Subject of the Force’s Race/Gender and Age | Black/Female
at time of the use of force incident: 41 years old
Use of Force Review Board Date: May 8,2025

SYNOPSIS OF USE OF FORCE

The subject of force (SOF) grabbed and pulled Officer 1 (OFC1) by the hair. OFC1 reacted by
using two straight strikes toward the SOF, but struck another officer. Consistent with MPD
policy, this use of force incident was referred to MPD's Internal Affairs Division (IAD) for
investigation. MPD's use of force investigative procedures are outlined in GO-RAR-901.07 (Use
of Force). After all available evidence was collected and analyzed, and statements from the
subject of the force, and police witnesses were reviewed, the IAD final investigative report was
completed on April 15, 2025. The material facts regarding this use of force incident are outlined
below.

EVENTS THAT LED TO POLICE CONTACT

. On January 3, 2025, First District officers responded to the 1200 block of Half Street, Southeast
for calls of an assault in which the suspect tried to steal a pizza and was wielding a knife or
boxcutter.

. On scene, the complainants provided a description for the suspect, including that she was in a
wheelchair, and officers canvassed.

. Officers located the suspect, the subject of force (SOF), nearby and interviewed her. She
acknowledged pulling out a boxcutter.

. Officers conducted a preliminary investigation and informed the SOF she was under arrest.

. Officers attempted to handcuff the SOF but she resisted. Officers delayed handcuffing the SOF
until the arrival of a wheelchair accessible van.

. Officers handcuffed the SOF in front of her body despite her resistance.
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As officers determined the best way to load the SOF into the van, she spit at them and resisted
their efforts to control her.

Officers summoned DCFEMS after the SOF requested to go to the hospital and reported feeling
suicidal.

As they awaited DCFEMS, the SOF became unresponsive, was breathing, and there was no
obvious cause of her unresponsiveness.

DCFEMS arrived and the SOF remained unresponsive as they evaluated her.

OFC1 then started to search the SOF incident to arrest. The SOF suddenly awakened and swung
her arms at OFC1.

OFC1 informed her she needed to be searched. The SOF made no complaints about her health.

Officers restrained the SOF as she sat in her wheelchair and OFC1 attempted again to search her.

EVENTS THAT LED TO THE USES OF FORCE
As OFC1 searched the SOF, the SOF grabbed her arm. The SOF let go and spat at OFC1.
OFCI1 continued her search and the SOF grabbed her hand/wrist and spat at her again.

OFC1 leaned forward to shield her face from the SOF’s spit.

The SOF grabbed OFC1 by the hair and pulled it.

OFCI attempted twice to strike the SOF but hit another officer on the arm. Immediately after the
second strike, the SOF release her grip of OFCI.

ACTIONS AFTER THE USES OF FORCE
The SOF did not report injury as a result of the strikes.

The SOF was arrested in relation to the original call for service and for Assault on a Police
Officer.
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21. The SOF was taken to the hospital for breathing difficulty and mental health evaluation and was
released back to MPD custody.

PROSECUTORIAL REVIEW BY THE US ATTORNEY’S OFFICE (USAO)

As outlined in MPD policy, GO-RAR-901.07 (Use of Force), all strikes against a handcuffed
subject are considered uses of force indicting potential criminal conduct and are referred to the
USAO to make an independent determination whether the use of force involved any criminal
wrongdoing that should be prosecuted. On January 8, 2025, the USAO notified the MPD they
were declining to prosecute the incident.

FINDINGS OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS DIVISION (IAD) ADMINISTRATIVE
INVESTIGATION

On April 15, 2025, the IAD final investigation made the following finding based on a
preponderance of the evidence regarding the use of force by the involved member:

e The Use of Force — First Straight Strike - by OFC1 was JUSTIFIED.

e The Use of Force — Second Straight Strike - by OFC1 was JUSTIFIED.

FINDINGS OF THE USE OF FORCE REVIEW BOARD (UFRB)

On May 8, 2025, the UFRB convened to review the final investigative report prepared by the
IAD and the evidence regarding the uses of force by the involved member. The UFRB ruled:

e The Use of Force — First Straight Strike - by OFC1 was JUSTIFIED.

e The Use of Force — Second Straight Strike - by OFC1 was JUSTIFIED.
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