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The Asian1 population in the District grew about 40% 
since 2000 and nearly 30% from 2005 to 2006.  The 
2005 to 2006 increase was the largest jump in the 
Asian population over the past six years.  The latest 
American Community Survey reports the Asian 
population at nearly 20,000 individuals presiding in 

the District of Columbia or 3.4% of the District’s 
populations and Asian alone or in combination with 
another race represents 3.6% of the District’s 
population. This is contrast to 2000, where the Asian 
alone population only represented 2.6% of the 
District’s population and Asian alone or in 
combination with another race represented 3.07% of 
the population. 

SUMMARY 
 
The Asian population in the District 
grew rapidly from 2005 to 2006 at a 
rate of 30% and from 2000 by 40%.  
The largest ethnic group in 2006 was 
Asian Indians, followed by Chinese, 
Filipino, Vietnamese and Korean 
respectively.  The top five groups 
have  more or less remained the 
same since 2003. 
 
In the District, the foreign born and 
linguistically isolated populations are 
also on the rise.  Those born in Asia 
and the linguistically isolated 
households who speak an Asian 
language at home rose from 2005 to 
2006 by 13% and 23% respectively. 
 
Further demographic data on the 
Asian population will be collected 
and released in the 2010 Census.  
Ethnic breakdowns of the Asian 
population began appearing in the 
American Community Survey for the 
District of Columbia in 2003.  
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Previously the population was growing at about 10% and from 2003 – 2005 actually saw its 
slowest change.   Asian alone or in combination with another race was near 21,000 in 2006 and 
saw only a 14% increase from 2005 to 2006 and nearly a 30% increase from 2000 – 2006. 

 
Since 2004, the Census 

Bureau has been disaggregating 
ethnic group data for the Asian 
population.  From 2005 to 2006, the 
Asian Indian population ballooned by 
75%, representing 27% of the total 
Asian population making it the largest 
ethnic group within the Asian 
population in 2006, followed by 
Chinese at 26%, Filipino at 13%, 
Vietnamese 10% and Korean at 7%.  
Since 2004, there have been 
irregular shifts in these ethnic 
populations, with slight decreases 
and sometimes significant increase 
year to year. 
 Data on specific social and economic factors for the Asian population are unavailable in 
the American Community Survey there is data on the foreign born population and linguistically 
isolated2 populations.  The total foreign born population in the District increased by 9% from 2005 

to 2006 and those born in Asia increased by 
13%.  Individuals born in Asia represented 
19% of the foreign born population in 2006.  
The linguistically isolated population in the 
District has grown by 2% over the past 5 
years and from 2005 to 2006 saw a 7% 
increase.  The population that are 
linguistically isolated and speak an Asian 
language at home rose by 23% from 2005 – 
2006 and saw it’s largest increase from 
2001 – 2002 when it grew by 82%.  The 
population that is linguistically isolated and 
speak and Asian language represents 12% 
of the entire linguistically isolated population 
in the District and linguistically isolated 
individuals make up 5% of the entire District 
population.  
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2006 Percentage of Ethnic groups in DC Asian population

Asian Indian
27.4%

Chinese
26.5%Filipino

13.4%

Japanese
1.9%

Korean
6.7%

Vietnamese
10.5%

Other Asian
13.6%



Footnotes 
1 The data used is from the category of “Asian Alone or in Any Combination,” which included 
persons who marked Asian and persons who marked Asian and at least one other race.  The 
2000 U.S. Census defined Asian as self-identification among people of Asian descent.    
2 Linguistically isolated is a household where no member, 14 years old and over, (1) speaks only 
English or (2) speaks a non-English language and speaks English “very well.”  As such, all 
members of the household, 14 years old and older have some difficulty with  
Notes about the Data:  
The U.S. Census allows respondents to mark more than one race.  As such, the Census data 
provides information not only on single-race responses but on multi-race responses as well.  
“Asian alone” corresponds to those respondents who reported exactly one Asian group and no 
other Asian group or race category.  “Alone” should be considered the minimum population size 
in any analysis that uses Census data.  “Asian Alone or in Any Combination” corresponds to the 
responses (not respondents) that include the selected Asian group, either alone or in any 
combination with other Asian groups or other race categories.  If a respondent selected more 
than one Asian group (i.e. “Filipino” and “Korean”), that individual would be included in the total 
for each Asian group.  If a respondent selected an Asian group and another racial group (i.e. 
Japanese and White), that individual would not be included in “Asian Alone” but would be 
counted in “Asian Alone or in Any Combination.”  As a result, some overlap in the “In 
Combination” numbers will occur.  Furthermore, “Alone or in Any Combination” should be 
considered the maximum population size in any analysis that uses Census data.  In order to be 
as inclusive as possible, this profile uses the data from the race category of Asian Alone or in 
Any Combination.  

D.C. Mayor’s Office on Asian and Pacific Islander Affairs (OAPIA) 
441 4th Street, NW, Suite 805S Washington, DC 20001 

Phone:  (202) 727-3120    Fax:  (202) 727-9655 
www.apia.dc.gov 

The mission of the Office on Asian & Pacific Islander Affairs (OAPIA) is to ensure delivery 
of a full range of health, education, employment, business, and social services 
opportunities to the Asian and Pacific Islander (API) community in the District of 
Columbia.  The Office on Asian and Pacific Islander Affairs (OAPIA) is committed to 
providing data and information on the Asian and Pacific Islander populations in the 
District of Columbia. 
 

For further information about this profile, please contact Neel Saxena at 
neel.saxena@dc.gov 
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