Elisabeth Olds
Elisabeth Olds has fourteen years of experience building innovative, high-quality programs to reduce domestic violence homicide and sexual assault by providing meaningful services when and where survivors need them most.  Ensuring that survivors in underserved and marginalized communities have immediate access to an effective coordinated response to domestic violence, sexual assault and stalking has been the driving force behind Elisabeth's work.  Working in Chicago, Colorado and Washington, DC, Elisabeth has personally provided advocacy services to more than 1,200 survivors and supervised services to more than 30,000 women and children.

As the co-founder and executive director of SAFE, Inc. in the District of Columbia from 2006 until 2013, Elisabeth and her staff developed a critical incident response program credited with reducing the domestic violence homicide rate in Washington, DC by 65% over four years and created a new rapid access model for emergency shelter for survivors of domestic violence that has housed 423 survivors and 604 children since 2011. In recognition of these life saving programs, SAFE was awarded the 2014 National Crime Victims' Services Award by the United States Department of Justice.  

As the Legal Advocacy Coordinator in Boulder, Colorado from 2000 until 2003, Elisabeth implemented a new evening legal clinic to increase survivor access to legal information, and staffed restraining order clinics in two counties to help survivors represent themselves in court to further their safety.  She also has extensive training experience and curriculum writing skills.  While working with the DC Coalition Against Domestic Violence from 2003 through 2006, Elisabeth trained patrol officers and detectives at the District's Police Academy using a national best practices model for law enforcement training.  

Using her community organizing and systems advocacy skills, Elisabeth also implemented volunteer-staffed Court Watch Projects in Boulder, Colorado and Washington, DC to ensure that survivor safety and offender accountability were central to the court process, and created an advocacy toolkit on behalf of survivors who were arrested for defending themselves that was implemented statewide in Colorado.  
Currently, Elisabeth provides consulting services for non-profits, government agencies, and community organizations to improve their capacity to collaboratively serve survivors of intimate partner violence, sexual assault and stalking.  She also works with non-profit organizations to increase their individual performance and create meaningful outcomes for the people they serve.

Elisabeth holds a B.A. in International Studies from The American University in Washington, DC, and has worked in the anti-domestic violence field in Chicago, Colorado, New York, and Washington, DC.  She grew up in Louisiana and enjoys travel, running, and fiction writing in her spare time. 
