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EXCEPTIONAL EMPLOYEES RECOGNIZED AT  
MPD’S 16TH ANNUAL AWARDS CEREMONY

For the sixteenth year in a row, the Metropolitan Police Department honored outstanding 
police officers, civilian employees, agency partners and community members who have helped to 
make DC neighborhoods safer over the past year. More than 40 individuals and organizations were 
recognized during the MPD’s 16th Annual Awards Ceremony, held Thursday evening, March 3, at 
Gallaudet University’s Elstad Auditorium, at 800 Florida Avenue, in Northeast DC. 

The awards ceremony publicly recognizes members of the Metropolitan Police Department 
and the community for their dedication to the police department and the communities served. 
Chief of Police, Cathy Lanier and the MPD family will acknowledge individuals for their 
dedication. Mayor Bowser is also expected to attend in celebrating members’ whose service was 
integral to the success of the agency in serving the District of Columbia. Some notable cases 
last year members are being recognized for include the following achievements:

• Closure of three homicide cold cases, all of which had been open for 20 years
• Arrest of a suspect in an aggravated assault case involving the kidnapping of a baby in 

a stroller
• 65 arrests, including 8 weapon recoveries and 12 drug arrests made by a single officer
• Development and arrest of a suspect in nine first degree burglary cases in the Mt. 

pleasant area
• Successful detective work resulting in the closure of the armed robbery spree involving 

taxi cabs

These individuals are just a few of the police officers, civilian employees and residents who 
were honored. In 2007, Chief of Police Cathy L. Lanier implemented a new approach to recognizing 
the Department’s sworn and civilian members. Many members now receive their awards shortly 
after the commendable action at one of her regularly-scheduled crime briefings.

MPD CRISIS INTERVENTION OFFICERS RECEIVE MEDAL OF VALOR 
The Metropolitan Police Department (MPD) recognized five officers this at a recent crime 

briefing for their quick response in de-escalating a situation and resolving the encounter safely.  
Officers  Ammar Rahim, Perry Morgan, James Da’Re, Christopher Brown,  and Matthew Rider 
were presented with the Medal of Valor for their actions during an encounter that took place on 
Tuesday, March 3, 2015. 

At approximately 2:25 pm, the Third District Officers were dispatched to an aggravated assault 
call in progress at the intersection of 4th and Bryant Streets, NW.  The dispatcher gave a lookout 
for a suspect described as a black male, with dreadlocks, pushing a baby stroller. The suspect was 
located by Officers Da’Re and Brown, walking southbound on 4th Street, NW, with a knife.  The 
officers assumed command of the situation and requested additional units with Crisis Intervention.

Crisis Intervention Officer’s (CIO) are sworn members who have additional training in crisis 
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intervention and responding to 
mental health issues. Officers 
are trained to recognize the 
signs of mental illness and 
crisis, determine the most 
appropriate response, and 
use de-escalation techniques 
that enhance their ability to 
provide services.

After additional units arrived, Officers Rahim, Morgan, and Rider, joined Brown and Da’Re 
in a foot pursuit of the suspect. 

“They did all the right things that day,” said Third District Commander Stuart Emerman.  
“The Officers communicated loud verbal commands for the suspect to put down the knife and 
let the baby go.  The child’s safety is always a priority during any encounter.”

Throughout the pursuit officers continued to ensure the safety of the child and the community 
by clearing the block of all pedestrians and diverting traffic from the area. 

When the suspect reached Anna J. Cooper Circle, NW, he turned around towards the 
officers while pointing the knife.  Officer Rahim, a three year veteran and CIO, bravely moved 
closer to the suspect in an attempt to subdue him.  The suspect lunged at him with his knife, 
cutting the left side of Officer Rahim’s neck.  The suspect then unexpectedly began using the 
baby in the stroller as a shield.

“The individual was dragging a baby with him while he was swinging a knife at me and other 
officers,” said Officer Rahim, who had just completed his CIO training in December 2014.  “I 
wanted to apprehend the individual safely and without any incident.”

After the suspect wounded Officer Rahim, he dropped the knife and threw the baby stroller 
to the ground.  The suspect then fled the area westbound on foot, leaving the child face down on 
the ground, and used the diversion to try to escape.  Nonetheless, the officers remained calmed 
and remembered their training. 

Officers Brown and Rider pursued the suspect and attempted to subdue him.  The suspect 
continued to fight the officers before he was restrained.  During the course of the apprehension, 
Officers Brown, Rider and Rahim were assaulted by the suspect.

“Due to the officers’ concerted actions, they were able to make an apprehension of a violent 
person and safeguard the life of a child,” said Emerman.  “They performed with valor in this 
situation.”

The Medal of Valor is MPD’s second highest honor and is presented to members who 
exemplify extraordinary bravery and heroism.

The child was able to escape the incident with no injuries and was transported to child and 
family services.  It was later learned that the initial call for service originated after the suspect 
stabbed a female in the neck with a knife.

Since the training program began in April 2009, more than 500 MPD and US Capitol Police 
members have been trained as Crisis Intervention Officers.  During the week long course, officers 
learn about available mental health resources, tour community based mental health clinics, and 
hear directly from consumers of mental health services and family members about their experiences 
and the effect of stigma associated with mental illness.


