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MPD ANNOUNCES NEW VIDEO SHARING PARTNERSHIP  
TO ENHANCE PUBLIC SAFETY

Members of the Metropolitan Police Department today announced a new citywide 
initiative called Capital Shield, which is designed to enhance Washington, DC’s overall 
public safety and security through a public/private video sharing partnership between 
the MPD, Kastle Systems Security, and local businesses.

The Capital Shield program will 
allow participants to enroll their 
existing security cameras or request 
a recommendation on how to better 
equip their businesses with a new 
video system which, in turn, can 
be enrolled in the program. The 
participant owns and has access 
to video from any new cameras 
provided by the program. MPD will 
have access during critical incidents.

“ Video is  a  force multipl ier 
for MPD,” said Police Chief Cathy 
L. Lanier. “It gives us an extra set 
of eyes by allowing us to provide 
much needed situational awareness. 
The Capital Shield program is an 
important new step in working with 
private enterprise to enhance public safety throughout the city. I would like to extend a 
special thanks to our inaugural members and to Kastle for its donation to help the city 
make this a reality.”

Kastle Systems will add 300 cameras to join MPD’s existing network. Additionally, 
Kastle will donate 1,000 cameras to businesses interested in participating in the Capital 
Shield program.    

 “The role of video security has never been more important or more evident in cities 
across the country, said Kastle Systems owner Mark Ein.  “Modern video technology 
saves lives, catches criminals, deters crime, and accomplishes something that we all 
value – a safer city. Kastle is proud of the role we are playing to help DC.”

In additional to Kastle other participants in the Capital Shield program include 
Douglas Development, Vornado Realty Trust, PN Hoffman, First-Potomac Realty Trust, 
The Tower Companies and Tishman Speyer -partnering in 60 locations to start.

 » For more information, read the complete news 
release at: 
http://mpdc.dc.gov

 » Learn more about Captial Shield at: 
http://www.capitalshield.org



Information, ideas, or comments about this service? 
Send an e-mail to KAYLIN CASTELLI, Manager of Internet Communications, at kaylin.castelli@dc.gov L E A R N  M O R E  A T
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Tell Us How We’re Doing. MPD is now 
part of Grade DC. We invite you to share your 
thoughts on our service – positive or negative 
– through MPD’s email groups, our social media, 
or by visiting the Grade DC website. Get more 
information at http://grade.dc.gov. 

Join the MPD Reserve Corps. The MPD 
Reserve Corps, a volunteer policing program is 

seeking new members. Applications are now 
being accepted at http://dcpolicejobs.dc.gov.  

Report Crimes Against Children 
through the CyberTipline. The CyberTipline 
is a Congressionally-mandated means for 
reporting crimes against children. Report crimes 
24-hours a day, 7 days a week by calling 1-800-
843-5678 or reporting crimes online at http://
www.cybertipline.com.

Support the Washington DC Police 
Foundation. The Washington DC Police 

Foundation is a tax-exempt, non-profit 
organization that brings together the business, 
civic, and other professional communities to 
promote public safety by providing financial 
and in-kind resources to the MPD, expanding 
public safety awareness, and advancing public 
safety policy and initiatives. Learn more about 
the extraordinary support the Washington DC 
Police Foundation provides to the MPD. Learn 
more about the Foundation at http://www.
dcpolicefoundation.org. 
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STREET SMART CAMPAIGN URGES INCREASED ATTENTION ON 
ROADWAYS AS DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME ENDS

Clocks fell back an hour for the end of daylight saving time on November 2, ushering 
in shorter days and increased safety concerns on DC-area roadways. With darkness falling 
an hour earlier, regional safety officials urge drivers, pedestrians, and bicyclists to share 
the road and pay extra attention to one another. 

Last year, 65 pedestrians and seven bicyclists died in crashes in the Washington metro 
region. November and December are of particular concern to safety advocates, since they 
are the darkest months of the year and, as a result, often see an increase in crashes involving 
pedestrians and cyclists. Nighttime hours are especially dangerous for pedestrians. In 
2012, 70 percent of pedestrian fatalities in the U.S. occurred between 6 p.m. and 6 a.m. 
To reduce pedestrian and cyclist injuries and fatalities, DC-area transportation officials 
launched the semi-annual Street Smart public education campaign today, encouraging 
area residents to be more alert. 

 Representatives from the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments, District 
of Columbia, Maryland, and Virginia, kicked off the fall campaign today at Sherman 
Avenue and Euclid Street in Washington, DC.

 “Walking and bicycling are becoming more popular throughout the Washington 
region, and it can be harder for drivers to see people on foot and on bikes when it 
becomes darker much earlier,” said Matt Brown, Director of the District Department of 
Transportation. “We all have to be aware of our surroundings and 
look out for each other as we travel through the area to make sure 
everyone arrives safely at their destinations. Drivers, bicyclists, 
and pedestrians need to follow traffic laws, be attentive, and take 
extra care when visibility is low.” 

 The Street Smart campaign urges all commuters to avoid 
distractions such as cell phones, reminds drivers to slow down 
and yield to those on foot or on bicycles at intersections, and encourages pedestrians and 
bicyclists to wear light colors or something reflective to be more visible.

 Law enforcement in the region will conduct increased enforcement through the 
month of November, ticketing drivers, cyclists and pedestrians who violate traffic safety 
laws. Fines for safety violations range from $40 to $500 for infractions such as failing 
to stop for pedestrians in crosswalks and jaywalking. In addition, drivers are subject to 
getting points on their driver records.

 » Read the complete news release from DDOT at: 
http://ddot.dc.gov/release/street-smart-
campaign-urges-increased-attention-
roadways-daylight-saving-time-ends 

 » Street Smart is an annual public education, 
awareness and behavioral change campaign 
in the Washington, DC, suburban Maryland 
and northern Virginia area. Learn more about 
Street Smart and watch a powerful PSA about 
the potential consequences of using your cell 
phone while driving at: 
http://bestreetsmart.net/ 

 » The MPD offers safety tips for walkers, runners 
and bikers online at: 
http://mpdc.dc.gov/sharetheroad 
 

 » For more safety tips for you and your children, 
call (202) 234-9404 or see the DC action for 
Children website at: 
http://www.dcactionforchildren.org/


