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DC PREPARES FOR NATIONAL NIGHT OUT ON AUGUST 5
On Tuesday, August 5, thousands of DC residents are expected to join with their neighbors, 

police officers and other community leaders in celebrating National Night Out (NNO). From 
community cookouts to open houses – block parties, candlelight vigils and athletic events – 
DC is gearing up for the 30th annual celebration of “America’s Night Out Against Crime.”  The 
citywide kickoff will begin at 5 pm at HD Woodson High School in the Sixth Police District. 
Public safety characters McGruff the Crime Dog® and the National Knight® will be available to 
meet attendees and have their photos taken. In addition to the numerous activities taking place 
at the kickoff event, communities across DC – in all seven police districts – have scheduled 
NNO events during the late afternoon and evening hours.

National Night Out is an annual event, sponsored by the National Association of Town 
Watch, that takes place on the first Tuesday in August. Each year, the Metropolitan Police 
Department actively participates in National Night Out by rallying community members 
throughout the District of Columbia to join with neighbors 
and police officers in their PSAs to be a part of this annual 
event.

The National Night Out campaign involves citizens, 
law enforcement agencies, civic groups, businesses, 
neighborhood organizations and local officials from 9,500 
communities from all 50 states, US territories, Canadian 
cities and military bases worldwide.

MPD OFFERS INFORMATION FOR PARENTS AND YOUTH ON  
UNDERSTANDING AND AVOIDING GANGS

Joining a gang or crew can give you a sense of belonging and acceptance, but often being 
associated with one can lead to dangerous consequences. The MPD has developed a brochure 
that offers some ways to explore alternatives to gang membership and how to safely “leave” 
a gang if you’re already involved. Some of these steps take time, but with dedication and the 
support of your family, you can change your life.

A gang is a group of individuals that band together for a common cause and are involved 
in criminal activity. Many gangs are highly organized and operate across state lines. A crew is 
a more loosely-knit group, often based on a neighborhood. These are usually individuals who 
grew up in or who have family roots in that neighborhood. Regardless of gang or crew affiliation, 
both groups are often associated with a variety of crimes, including narcotics trafficking, gun 
violations, assaults, and even homicides. Female gangs or crews are growing in DC as well. 
Gang violence is a community problem.

The MPD’s webpage on gangs helps explain who joins these groups and why and provides 
signs of possible gang involvement. It also offers suggestions for what parents can do to protect 
their children and how young people can avoid getting involved. 

»» For complete list of events scheduled to take place 
in the seven police districts and other information 
about National Night Out in DC, go to: 
http://mpdc.dc.gov/NNO

»» Even if you can’t participate in an organized 
National Night Out event, you can still be involved. 
Residents are encouraged to turn on their exterior 
lights on the evening of August 5 ¬— as a show 
of neighborhood solidarity against crime. Learn 
more about NNO at: 
http://www.nno.org

»» For more information and to download a printable 
version of the brochure, go to: 
http://mpdc.dc.gov/gangs



Information, ideas, or comments about this service? 
Send an e-mail to KAYLIN CASTELLI, Manager of Internet Communications, at kaylin.castelli@dc.gov L E A R N  M O R E  A T

mpdc.dc.govWould you like What’s New in the MPD emailed to you each week?  
Register with DC.Gov at http://dc.gov/DC/Subscribe/Email+Alerts

Join the MPD Reserve Corps. The 
MPD Reserve Corps, a volunteer policing 
program i s  seek ing  new members. 

Applications are now being accepted at 
http://dcpolicejobs.dc.gov.  

P r e v e n t i n g  t e r r o r i s m  i s 
ever ybody ’s business. I f  you SEE 
something, SAY something. Call the MPD at 
(202) 727-9099 to report suspicious activity 

that has already occurred. Call 911 to report 
in-progress threats or emergencies. Learn 
how you can help fight terrorism at http://
mpdc.dc.gov/operationTIPP. 

NEWS & NOTES 
Also Noteworthy

MPD REMINDS SMART PHONE USERS TO PROTECT THEIR PROPERTY
These days, it is impossible to walk down the street without seeing a smart phone in 

use. These ubiquitous, expensive devices appeal to criminals because they can be easily 
reprogrammed, or erased, and quickly sold for cash. 

Thieves are sometimes bold enough to snatch a smart phone right out of its owner’s 
hand while he or she is using it. People have also had their phones taken from tables while 
sitting at restaurants. Although the vast majority of these offenses do not involve physical 
harm to the victim, it is still a disconcerting trend.

The MPD is reminding people to be aware of their surroundings, especially while 
walking down the street and talking on the phone. It is particularly important to be aware 
of your surroundings if you are walking alone at night. Do not leave your phone on a table 
while dining out, as this may also attract would-be thieves.

Cell phone users should also consider how to use their phones safely. Talking and texting 
on a cell phone may distract you from your surroundings, and it can become downright 
dangerous at intersections. Please, stop texting long enough to cross a street. While you 
may technically have the right-of-way, as walker, you don’t stand a chance against a car.

Here are some more tips for reducing your risk of becoming a victim of a robbery:
•	 Protect your Information. Make sure your phone is password protected before you 

walk out the door. That way, if your device is lost or stolen, no one can run up your 
phone bill or access your online accounts.

•	 Don’t Walk and Text. Texting while walking is dangerous, especially in crosswalks 
and other areas with heavy pedestrian and vehicular traffic. Not only that, when 
you’re texting, you’re not paying attention to your surroundings, which make you 
an easy target for criminals.

•	 Pocket the Phone. Consider putting your smart phone away for a bit. If you are 
wearing headphones, don’t turn up the volume so high that you cannot hear outside 
noises. Don’t forget that ubiquitous white cord may indicate to would-be thieves 
that you’re carrying a certain brand of smart phone.

•	 Be Alert. Always be aware of your surroundings. Wherever you are—on the street, 
in an office building or shopping mall, driving, waiting for a bus or subway—stay 
alert and tuned in to your surroundings.

•	 Safety in Numbers. If possible, don’t walk alone during late-night hours. Walk in 
groups whenever you can—there is always safety in numbers.

•	 Trust your instincts. If something or someone makes you uneasy, avoid the person 
or leave.

If someone tries to rob you, don’t resist. Give up your property—don’t give up your 
life. Report the crime to the police. Try to describe the attacker accurately. Your actions 
can help prevent others from becoming victims. As always, if you observe any suspicious 
activity, please call 911 immediately.

»» The MPD offers a number of safety tips, including 
tips on guarding against robbery and assault 
and burglary prevention. Get these and other 
safety tips at: 
http://mpdc.dc.gov/safety

»» Brick it! By bricking your phone, you will 
permanently disable your device and help us 
eliminate the black market for stolen smart 
phones. Learn more at: 
http://mpdc.dc.gov/brickit


