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BURGLARY PREVENTION IS EVERYBODY’S BUSINESS

Recently, there have been a number of burglaries in the First District that occurred during
the daytime hours, with offenders gaining entry to the residences through unlocked windows
in the rear or on the side of the premises. Home electronics and laptops have been the most
common stolen items. The First District deployed a Mountain Bike Squad to the area during
the day because these members can quickly navigate the alleys in the area. Additionally, the
Metropolitan Police Department would like to use these incidents to remind individuals across
the District of Columbia to take the necessary precautions to reduce your risk of becoming
a victim of a burglary.

Check—and use—your door and window locks. Make sure every external door has a
strong, well-installed dead bolt lock. Sliding glass doors offer easy access if they are not properly
secured. You can secure them by putting a broomstick or dowel in the inside track to jam the
door or by installing commercially available locks. To prevent the door being lifted off of the
track, drill a hole through the sliding door frame and the fixed frame. Then insert a
pin in the hole. Never hide keys around the outside of your home. Instead, give an
extra key to a neighbor you trust. When you move into a new house or apartment,
re-key the locks.

Another good idea is to take a look at your home from the outside. Keep in
mind the following tips to help make your home as safe as it can be:

+ Burglars hate bright lights. Install outside lights and keep them on at night.
Motion-detector lights can be particularly effective.

+ Keep your yard clean. Prune shrubbery so it doesn’t hide windows or doors.
Cut back tree limbs that a burglar could use to climb to an upper-level window.

« Ifyoutravel, create the illusion that you are at home by getting timers that will turn lights
(and perhaps a television or radio) on and off in different parts of your home throughout
the day and evening hours. Lights burning 24 hours a day signal an empty house.

+ Leave shades, blinds, and curtains in normal positions. And make sure you don't let your
mail and/or newspapers pile up. Call the post office and newspaper to stop delivery or
have a neighbor pick them up.

» Make alist of your valuables, such as T'Vs, stereos, computers, and jewelry. Take pictures
of the items, list their serial numbers and description. This will help police if your home
is burglarized.

While most burglars prefer to strike when no one is home, intruders can commit other
crimes such as rape, robbery, and assault if they are surprised by someone entering the home,
or if they pick a home that is occupied. If something looks questionable — a slit screen, a broken
window or an open door — don’t go in. Call the police from a neighbor’s house, a cell phone,
or a public phone. At night, if you think you hear someone breaking in, leave safely if you can,
then call the police. If you can’t leave, lock yourself in a room with a phone and call the police.
If an intruder is in your room, pretend you are asleep.

» Get additional information on burglary
prevention online at:
http://mpdc.dc.gov/burglary

» The MPD offers a large selection of crime
prevention and safety tips. Learn more at:
http://mpdc.dc.gov/safety




TWENTY-FIVE NEW OFFICERS ARE HITTING THE STREETS OF DC

Patrols in DC neighborhoods are
being boosted by the addition of 25
officers who were sworn in during a
graduation ceremony on Friday, May
31, 2013, at the Metropolitan Police
Academy in Southwest DC.

Training awards presented during
the ceremony recognized Officer Paul
Sebastian (Academic Training Award
and Firearms Training Award); Officer
Keenan Gallagher (Vehicle Skills Awards); and Officers Melissa Garcia and Jin Park
(Physical Skills Awards). The new officers all completed approximately 24 weeks of
training at the police academy, which includes a full program of physical, classroom, and
firearms training to prepare them for the challenges of being a police officer. The subjects
covered include laws of arrest, search and seizure, criminal law, traffic regulations, human
relations, community policing, and ethics. In addition, recruit officers receive skills
training in firearms, operation of emergency police vehicles, self-defense, advanced first
aid, and much more.

The Metropolitan Police Department (MPD) is focused on building a crime-fighting
partnership with the community, and developing our own promise and potential as a
department. Police work requires a certain type of individual — one who has strong
interpersonal skills and the motivation to work with our partners to help build strong,
safe and healthy communities throughout the District of Columbia.
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Tell Us How We're Doing. MPD is now
part of Grade DC. We invite you to share your
thoughts on our service — positive or negative
— through MPD's email groups, our social
media, or by visiting the Grade DC website. Get
more information at http://grade.dc.gov.

Join the MPD Reserve Corps. The
MPD Reserve Corps, a volunteer policing
program is seeking new members.
Applications are now being accepted at
http://dcpolicejobs.dc.gov.

(202) 727-9099 to report suspicious activity
that has already occurred. Call 911 to report
in-progress threats or emergencies. Leamn
how you can help fight terrorism at http://
mpdc.dc.gov/operationTIPP.

Report Crimes Against Children
through the CyberTipline. The
(yberTipline is a Congressionally-mandated
means for reporting crimes against children.
Report crimes 24-hours a day, 7 days a week by
calling 1-800-843-5678 or reporting crimes
online at http://www.cybertipline.com.

Information, ideas, or comments about this service?
Send an e-mail to KAYLIN CASTELLI, Manager of Internet Communications, at kaylin.castelli@dc.gov

Would you like What's New in the MPD emailed to you each week?

Register with DC.Gov at http://dc.gov/DC/Subscribe/Email+Alerts

organization that brings together the business,
civic, and other professional communities to
promote public safety by providing financial
and in-kind resources to the MPD, expanding
public safety awareness, and advancing public
safety policy and initiatives. Learn more about
the extraordinary support the Washington DC
Police Foundation provides to the MPD. Learn
more about the Foundation at http://www.
dcpolicefoundation.org.

»

»

For more information on becoming a police
officer in the MPD visit the police recruiting
website at:

http://dcpolicejobs.dc.gov

The MPD is looking for volunteers to join the
MPD’s Reserve Corps, which provides qualified
civic-minded individuals with the opportunity
to assist the MPD in carrying out its policing
responsibilities. Details on the Reserve Corps
and other volunteer programs are available at:
http://mpdc.dc.gov/page/volunteer-
opportunities-mpdc
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