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To report suspicious activity or behavior, 

Make a report at w iwatchdc.dc.gov
Call (202) 727-9099
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Preventing terrorism is  
everybody’s business.

if you SEE something, SAY something.™

Here are some ways you can  
do your part to help keep  
our city safe.
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How to Describe or Report  
Suspicious Behavior

Person
 » Sex
 » Race
 » Height
 » Weight
 » Build (medium, heavy)
 » Hair (color, length, include facial hair)
 » Complexion (light, dark, olive)
 » Peculiarities (scars, tattoos, missing limbs)
 » Clothing (from head to toe, style, etc.)
 » Weapons (if any)
 » Method of transportation (direction, vehicle, etc.) 

Vehicle
 » License plate and state
 » Year, make, model and color
 » Body type (2-door, 4-door, van, SUV)
 » Number of passengers
 » Damage or anything unusual (logos, etc.)
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What is Suspicious Behavior?

Each of us might think of different things when it comes to what 
appears suspicious. Here are some unusual behaviors that could be 
indicators of terrorist planning.

Surveillance  Are you aware of anyone recording or monitoring 
activities, taking notes, using cameras, maps, binoculars, etc., in 
your neighborhood?

Stockpiling Supplies  Have you observed abandoned vehicles, 
suspicious materials or trash that have accumulated, or unfamiliar 
persons loitering in your neighborhood?

Suspicious Persons/Questioning  Has anyone attempted to gain 
unusual information in person, by phone, mail, or email regarding 
your business or a facility nearby?

Acquiring Supplies  Are you aware of anyone trying to improperly 
acquire explosives, weapons, ammunition, or other dangerous 
materials that could be used in a terrorist act?
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You can help prevent terrorism 
in our back yard just by paying 
attention and speaking up.

The Washington region is a special place, one that we are privileged 
to call home. As the nation’s capital, we have access to some of the 
country’s greatest institutions, monuments, and museums. Unfortu-
nately, terrorism continues to be a real threat here and elsewhere in the 
United States. There are those who would like to use these symbols as 
the backdrop to their plots and it’s up to us to help stop them.

It is usually an individual business or service organization that will be 
the first to notice something out of the ordinary. When that happens, 
it is critical that these suspicions be immediately passed on to law 
enforcement, so that the information can be examined, evaluated and, 
if necessary, acted upon. The key to to preventing terrorist incidents in 
our nation’s capital is cooperation between law enforcement and the 
community.
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Reporting Suspicious Behaviors 

As you go about your daily routine, if you notice things that appear out 
of the ordinary — a person in a crowd wearing unusually bulky clothing, 
vehicles that have been parked for extended periods of time in your block, 
packages that have been left behind — contact police.

To report in-progress threats or emergencies, 

call 911
To report suspicious activity or  
behavior that has already occurred,

Make a report at  iwatchdc.dc.gov
Call (202) 727-9099
Send email tips to sar@dc.gov  

To learn more, visit www.mpdc.dc.gov/tipp or www.mpdc.dc.gov/iwatch
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