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The Barry Farm Resident Council is asking residents to please start coming out to New Community Meetings at Matthews Church. Barry Farm/Park Chester/Wade Road residents — it’s important to hear and see what’s hap-pening. Come to a meeting to learn about which phases are to be moved, if you can come back, and where you will be temporarily relocated to. You’ll also learn about what programs from Human Capital can help your family. Don’t forget — Barry Farm is a histori-cal site which our ancestors built. Take pride in your community!
—Linda Miller, Resident Council

Parks and Recreation Offers Leisure Activities
DC Parks and Recreation is a very-vibrant part of the Barry farm com-munity. Under Ms. Wanda Durden’s guidance, we are growing. We have a girls’ softball, coed soccer, basketball and football teams. DPR is a vital hub of leisure activities and an anchor in the neighborhood.

The Barry Farm Recreation Center is run by Mr. St. Anthony Wallace with the support of Wade Taylor and Lorraine Westfield. Marcus Ellis is the Ward 8 manager for DPR, under the direction of Loretta Jones. Please make sure you take advantage of the many opportuni-ties available at your rec center.

A long time ago, all of the land we now call Barry Farms and lots more belonged to a man named James Barry. General Otis O. Howard bought Mr. Barry’s farm so that black people, some of whom had just been freed from slavery, could buy land and build their homes. The people later called this community Hillsdale. It took the people a 

long time to build their homes. They had to work hard on thier jobs in other parts of the city during the day. When night came, they walked across the bridge into Uniontown. They walked through Uniontown to Mr. Barry’s farm. When they got there, they lighted bonfires and worked most of the night to build their homes.

Looking Back

Celebrate National Night Out with Us
The Resident Council is pleased to announce that the Barry Farm community has been chosen to host this year’s 24th Annual National Night Out celebration on Tuesday, August 7 (see flier on back). Residents are invit-ed to take part in this exciting evening of games, food, en-tertainment and community spirit. Join the Metropolitan Police Department, Mayor Adrian Fenty, Councilmem-ber Marion Barry and others to help kick things off for the entire city. We’ll start at 5:00 pm at the recreation center, 1230 Sumner Road, SE, with a brief program of speakers and entertainment. Then at 6 pm,help cheer on your police and local kids as they take on the softball squad from WPGC-FM (95.5).

Bring the whole family for special activities and fun the whole night. Enjoy food and music sponsored by various local organizations and get involved in making this com-munity great.

special note
Please note that Sumner Road will be closed from Wade Road to Firth Stirling Avenue starting at 3 pm.Please prepare to move  your vehicle or it will be relocated.

Highlights from This Year’s Celebration

In her first National Night Celebration as Chief of Police, Cathy 
L. Lanier was pleased by the response she got from community 
members, the media, and members of the Metropolitan Police 
Department. Each year, the District of Columbia continues to be 
a major participant in the celebration of National Night Out, and 
Chief Lanier — along with new Mayor Adrian M. Fenty — retains 
the Department’s and city’s commitment to police-community 
partnerships. This year, we held 45 successful events across the 
seven Police Districts. Each police service area participated in an 
event in conjunction with community groups, civic organizations, 
and religious institutions. Some numbers to consider:

Number of events:  45
Approximate attendance:  4,750
Media Coverage:  Excellent
Hotdogs Eaten:  6,228
Water Consumed:  10,000 bottles
Hugs Received, Knight:  725
Hugs Received, McGruff:  702
Porch Lights Turned On:  225,865

—The National Night Out Planning Team
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Success in the 
Nation’s Capital

The Kickoff

Washington, DC celebrat-
ed the 24th annual Na-
tional Night Out with 

a series of well-attended events 
throughout the evening of Au-
gust 7. The city put on events in all 
seven of its police districts, cover-
ing every neighborhood. The eve-
ning kicked off with a large event 
in Ward 8’s Barry Farm communi-
ty, an area where drugs and crime 

often make headlines, but where 
community leaders, city officials, 
clergy members, volunteers, resi-
dents and the media came out to 
show that the neighborhood was 
not going to tolerate crime any 
more.

The festivities kicked off at 5 
pm with an hour-long program 
that included an invocation from 
Reverend C. Matthew Hudson, 
of Matthews Memorial Baptist 
Church, one of several impor-
tant religious institutions in Barry 
Farm. The event was handily em-
ceed by celebrity NFL commen-
tator James Brown (“JB”), who 
presided over the stage and of-
fered his reflections on growing 

up in Washington and how much 
the city has changed and matured 
since his years here. Throughout 
the night, he interspersed his intro-
ductions with calls to action in the 
community to help build the part-
nerships throughout the year that 
are the hallmark of National Night 
Out. He congratulated and com-
mended the people in attendance 
for being a part of the celebration 
and encouraged them to take an 
active role in their neighborhoods. 
The extreme heat contributed to 
the brevity of remarks from a large 
showing of the city’s leadership, 
including Mayor Adrian M. Fen-
ty, Chief Cathy L. Lanier, members 
of the DC Council, and commu-
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nity leaders. Fenty, celebrating his 
first NNO as Mayor, offered his 
congratulations and appre-
ciation to the residents of 
Barry Farm for their hos-
pitality and welcome. 
Chief Lanier echoed 
the Mayor’s senti-
ments in her first 
National Night 
Out as the new 
head of the police 
department and 
renewed her com-
mitment to serving 
every one of DC’s neighborhoods. 
She stressed that the success of any 
neighborhood’s efforts to eliminate 
crime is dependent on the cooper-
ation and assistance built between 
the police and citizens. Lanier en-
couraged people to get involved 
in their communities and to re-
port crime and take an active role 

in helping to bring resolution to 
unsolved crimes. Dorothea Fer-

rell, the matriarch of the Barry 
Farm community, who serves 

as an Advisory Neighbor-
hood Commissioner 
and is the president 

of the area’s resident 
council, offered her 

welcome to the gathered 

crowd of about 450. Former Mayor 
Marion Barry (currently a Coun-
cilmember representing Ward 8) 
offered his thoughts on National 
Night Out, calling Ms. Ferrell the 
“Mayor of Barry Farm” and thank-
ing her for her leadership and hard 
work over the many years she has 
served her community.

Part of the program included 
a brief but moving history of the 
struggle to settle the Barry Farm 
community and its role in the na-
tional development during Recon-
struction following the Civil War. 
Mr. Kalem Umrani explained the 
neighborhood’s significance in 
American history and the impor-
tance of understanding its legacy 
to ensure future generations can 
continue to take part in its success. 
DC Council Chair Vincent Gray —
echoed by Councilmember Harry 
Thomas, Jr. (Ward 5) and Council-
member Kwame Brown (At-Large) 
— offered some stirring remarks 
on the importance of the commu-

Members of the Fifth Police District greet visitors to the PSA 502 event.

Chief Cathy L. Lanier and Mayor Adrian M. Fenty discuss 
their plans for touring other events around town on 
National Night Out.
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Kicko� Event Master Plan
Tuesday, August 7, 2007  /  5:00 PM
Barry Farm Recreation Center
1230 Sumner Road, SE

Parking for visitors

An adult men’s basketball league 
plays here daily from 6 PM

Parking for VIPs/Media/Special Equip.
Approx. number parking spaces
Access point for parking

Temporary Two-Way Streeet
Street closed to thru tra�c
Water Station

32

The site is accessible by Metrobus and Metrorai with 
nearest station being Anacostia, approximately 
3/4-mile from �eld. Additional parking may be 
available along Firth Sterling Avenue, SE.

A

The pool should be open during 
the event

B

Two moonbounces and DC United 
in�atable maze (location subject 
to change)

C

Information fair area along 
concrete plaza of pool — 30 
tables

D

Grilling pavilion — three grills 
under cover, concrete pad

E

Parking for media trucks, special 
equipment, EOM detail

F

National Guard Drash Tent 
(air-conditioned) — tables and 
chairs
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DPR Showmobile Stage (O�cial Program 
and Entertainment)

 H

Rec Center: cooling station, bingo, 
restrooms, VIP Green Room

 I

MPD SOD Equipment J

DC Fire truck, ambulance, SmokehouseK

DC NG DDR Helicopter, 2 5-ton trucks, 
Recruiting Trailer(s) 

L

Play�eld: various softball and baseball 
games, beginning at 6 PM

M

MPD and Community DugoutN

WPGC DugoutO

WPGC Broadcast TruckP

Dept. of Health VanQ

DCPL BookmobileR

DOES Mobile VanS

National Guard Command BusT
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DC EMA Command BusV

Portable Toilets: 2 regular, 1 handicapped 
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W

First AidSUMNER ROAD, SE
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nity’s involvement in the cohesive 
efforts to build new facilities for 
recreation, education, and hous-
ing as Barry Farm is redeveloped 
over the next several years.

Ronald Moten, founder of 
Peaceaholics, gave an impassioned 
speech asking the residents of Bar-
ry Farm and all neighborhoods 
to put an end to the violence in 
their communities, telling them it 
was up to them to say “enough is 
enough.” He remarked that it was 
up to the people to work with po-
lice when violence does occur, not 
to disappear into the shadows, but 

to provide information and help 
police solve crimes. Moten re-
marked that it’s time to re-intro-
duce a “code of the streets” and 
called on the warring factions in 
some of the city’s more troubled 
neighborhoods to stop acting like 
cowards, particularly in light of 
drive-by shootings and other tac-
tics that endanger innocent par-
ties. He also called on residents to 
do the right thing when it comes 
to “snitching,” something he says is 
going to help keep people from be-
ing displaced by putting an end to 
the violence. “If my son commits a 

crime, his butt needs to go to jail,” 
Moten said, emphasizing that tell-
ing police who commits a crime is 
important to help prevent future 
violence and end the bloodshed. 
The comments drew loud cheers 
and applause.

Aretha Lyles, founder of a pro-
gram called CHOICE — Children 
Having Opportunity in a Chang-
ing Environment — talked about 
some of the positive changes her 
organization has made in the Bar-
ry Farm community. Her program 
has helped to ensure that chil-
dren who have had difficulty in 

One of several maps developed to aid in logistics for the kickoff celebration at Barry Farm Recreation Center. Keeping all of 
the agencies informed and prepared helped to make the event a success was one of many aspects of the planning process 
that required significant detail.
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staying in school for behavioral 
and other reasons continue to get 
an education. In one instance, the 
mother of a pair of kids who had 
both been suspended from the 
school system was herself the ben-
eficiary of Ms. Lyles’ outreach and 
intervention efforts. She confessed 
that she had for years told friends 

that she had a high school educa-
tion, but in fact had never com-
pleted school. Through CHOICE, 
the woman worked to gain her 
GED and is now studying for her 
Associate’s degree. The crowd ac-
knowledged her accomplishments 
with resounding applause.

Elsewhere on the grounds of 
Barry Farm, people enjoyed great 

Two of the 300 recruits from the Metropolitan Police 
Academy get direction from another officer.

Charlie’s Corner store in Barry Farm has served the 
community for decades. The business donated hot 
dogs and water for the kickoff event.

Chief Cathy L. Lanier talks with 
a member of the community as 
one of DC’s Guardian Angels lead-
ers surveys the evening’s crowd.

food, learned about opportunities 
and various offerings of informa-
tion from community organiza-
tions and city agencies who were 
represented at the “information 
fair,” and played in five moon-
bounces, Velcro walls, and other 
fun activities for kids. On stage, 
music, dance troupes, and other 
entertainment kept the crowd go-
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ing, while on the ballfield near the 
Rec Center, WPGC took on a mot-
ley crew of police officers, kids and 
parents from Barry Farm and be-
yond. On the other end of the large 
property, a well-organized and at-
tended basketball league played its 
regular Tuesday-night games un-
der a hot sun and well into the eve-
ning. The neighborhood pool was 
open during NNO, to the delight 
of dozens of children — the pool 
is not normally open on Tuesdays, 
let alone into the evening as it was 
on August 7.

The DC Army National Guard 
showed some of its might by bring-
ing equipment from its Counter 
NarcoTerrorism unit, including 
the dark green helicopter it uses 
to help identify illicit drug activi-
ty from the air. Kids stopped in to 
learn about the National Guard’s 
role in helping the police keep 
their communities safe. The chop-
per’s departure was a highlight for 
many of the young people as the 
bird was expertly navigated from 
the far edge of the ballfield and ne-
gotiated its way past trees, tele-
phone poles, and other obstacles. 
It circled the field once airborne 
and then made its way back to its 
base at Ft. Belvoir, va.

Some of MPD’s Horse Mounted Unit arrive at Barry Farm for the Kickoff.

Chief Lanier poses with members of DC’s chapter of the Guardian Angels. The 
Angels augment MPD’s work throughout the District year-round.
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Making National 
Night Out Happen

The District of Columbia’s cele-
bration of National Night Out is the 
result of a tremendous amount of 
work represented by many  mem-
bers of the Metropolitan Police 
Department and community vol-
unteers across the city. The plan-
ning for the city’s nearly-four-dozen 
events occupies hundreds of hours 
of planning and logistics, building 
partnerships with neighborhood 
businesses, community groups, re-
ligious institutions, and other part-

ners to secure donations of food, 
entertainment, water, equipment, 
and more. The cooking at the Kick-
off event was run entirely by volun-
teers from the community, MPD’s 
Seventh Police District and even a 

married couple who came to the 
event to enjoy the entertainment 
but ended up serving as grillmas-
ters for the entire evening. At the 
end of the event, when asked about 
their impromptu volunteering, they 
replied that they “saw a need and 
decided to give back by stepping up 
to help.” This kind of community 
spirit is exactly what Washington’s 
celebration of National Night Out 
is all about — and is a testament to 
the kinds of people who help make 
the District’s celebration through-
out all of its neighborhoods some-
thing great.

A hot dog erupts in flames after it touches a live electrical wire. PEPCO utility workers provided an electrical safety demon-
stration during the National Night Out celebration at Sherwood Recreation Center in Ward 6 (see opposite page for result).

Kids and adults alike enjoy a spirited 
game of dodgeball at the PSA 504 
event at Trinidad Recreation Center.

Government of the District of ColumbiaMetropolitan police DepartMent

Cathy L. Lanier
Chief of Police

300 Indiana Avenue, NW • Suite 5080 • Washington, DC 20001
(202)  727-4218 office  |  (202)  727-9524 fax  |  www.mpdc.dc.gov

July 31, 2007

I am writing to invite you and your staff to be a part of Washington, DC’s celebration of 
National Night Out 2007 (NNO).  NNO is a gathering of community, police, and public safety 
organizations across the country. This year’s kickoff event is scheduled for Tuesday, August 7 
beginning at 5 PM at Barry Farm Recreation Center in Ward 7. The address is 1230 Sumner 
Road, SE. We would be honored to have you join us as a participant in the evening’s program. 

We plan to have entertainment offerings such as moon bounces, games, and other equipment 
on the field. Food, music and other entertainment will be provided that evening. After the 
speaking program, we plan to have a softball game featuring teams made up of members of the 
public safety community, WPGC, and various youth organizations from Barry Farm. You are 
welcome to join me and other members of MPD in one of the games.

If you, or a member of your staff is able to attend, please contact the Metropolitan Police De-
partment’s Office of Corporate Communications by August 6th.   Should you have questions, 
or require additional information, please contact Kevin Palmer of that office at (202) 727-4731 
or via e-mail at kevin.palmer@dc.gov.  
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Kids see up close what happens to a hot dog which comes into contact with a live electrical wire. PEPCO utility workers 
provided an electrical safety demonstration at Northeast’s Sherwood Recreation Center in the Stanton Park neighborhood.

From the volunteers who 
showed up starting at 11 am to 
help set up equipment to the guys 
who worked the grill in 100+° heat 
to those who played McGruff and 
the National Knight, the 45 events 
put on in all seven police districts 
rely on and benefit from this kind 
of community participation and 
involvement.

Other community celebra-
tions tap local residents known 
as PSA citizen coordinators who 
help plan events with the lieuten-
ants assigned to 
their neighbor-
hood. This web 
of  commu-

Fourth District Commander Hilton 
Burton gives children tours of the 
MPD’s Air Support Unit helicopter 
— “Falcon” — at an event in PSA 
402 on the grounds of Coolidge High 
School in Northwest.

nity building has helped to make 
the District’s celebrations over the 
years a continual success.



W A S H I N G T O N ,  D C  2 0 0 7  N A T I O N A L  N I G H T  O U T  P O S T - E V E N T  R E P O R T

10

Bring the kids to meet the National 
Knight at the Kickoff

Promoting  
National Night 

Out

Efforts to promote this year’s 
National Night Out took a little dif-
ferent approach from past years. 
With little funding for promotion 
this year, outreach was primarily 
focused on building synergy with 
some of the Department’s oth-
er initiatives which helped garner 

AcknowledgmentsMayor Adrian M. Fenty and the Metropolitan Police Department 
would like to extend their appreciation to the many agencies and organizations 

who have helped with this year’s National Night Out.Advisory Neighborhood Comm. 8CBarry Farm Resident CouncilBirney Elementary SchoolJames Brown of CBS SportsCampbell AME ChurchCHOICE, Inc.
Covenant HouseCouncilmember Marion BarryCouncilmember Kwame BrownCouncil Chairman Vincent GrayDC Department of Employment ServicesDC Department of HealthDC Department of Parks and RecreationDC Department of the Environment/ Energy DivisionDC Fire and Emergency Medical ServicesDC Green FestivalDC Homeland Security and Emergency Management AgencyDC Housing AuthorityDC Housing Authority PoliceDC Lottery andCharitable Games BoardDC National GuardDC Police FoundationDC Public LibraryDC Public SchoolsDC Rape Crisis Center

DC United

Earth Conservation CorpsEast of the River Clergy-Police-Community PartnershipExecutive Office of the MayorFacilitating Leadership in YouthFar Southeast Family Strengthening Collaborative (FSFSC)Frederick Douglass Apartments/Edgewood ManagementFried & Company, PCFriendship House
Guns AsideLead the Way FoundationLocal Initiatives Support CollaborativeMatthews Memorial Baptist ChurchSpecial Operations DivisionMaurice T. Turner, Jr. Metropolitan Police AcademyMPD Seventh DistrictNational Crime Prevention CouncilTHEARC

Sasha Bruce Youthworks
ServeDCUnited Planning OrganizationUnited States Attorney for the District of ColumbiaUrban Families House of HopeWKYS 93.9 fm

WPGC 95.5 fm

Cathy L. LanierChief of Police
Adrian M. Fenty

Mayor

Guide to EventsPlanned Activities Across the City
Press ConferenceLedroit Park Market, 1901 4th Street, NW10:00 am - 10:30 am

a comprehensive calendar of events 
that lasted from the final day of the 
school year June 24 to August 20, 
when children returned to school. 
Drawing on interest from the media 
for these events, Chief Lanier pro-
moted city’s National Night Out 
plans in media appearances for at 
least two weeks leading up to Au-
gust 7. As a result, media inquiries 
and interview requests about NNO 
were up significantly this year. The 
Corporate Communications office 
provided phone interviews or in-
formation on National Night Out to 
WMAL am-630 radio, The Weath-
er Channel, CNN, America’s Most 
Wanted, The Current newspapers, 
Voice of the Hill, and other local 
and national outlets.

To promote the kickoff and 
neighborhood events, fliers were 
developed in English, Spanish, Viet-
namese, Korean, and Amharic and 
distributed to neighborhoods via 
Listservs, e-mail, and print. The 
MPD Web site also had informa-
tion about all of the activities avail-
able on August 7 and how to get 
involved.

On the morning of 
August 7, Mayor 

Adrian Fenty and 
Chief Cathy La-
nier held a press 

conference at the 
site of  a recent rob-

bery in the city’s Ledroit Park 
community at 10 am. The Ledroit 
Market provided an appropriate 
backdrop  for the Chief to announce 

greater exposure from media out-
lets. Chief Cathy Lanier embarked 
on several new 
crimefight-
ing initia-
tives over the 
summer, in-
cluding “All 
Hand s  on 
Deck,” a series of three-
day intensive patrols involving 
sworn and civilian members across 
the city, and the “Summer of Safety,” 
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that the robbery had 
been solved, leading 
in to the events of Na-
tional Night Out. “Na-
tional Night Out is a 
great time for the De-
partment to interact with 
the community. Public 
safety is a two-way street. 
Officers are even more ef-
fective with the support of 
the community, and today’s 
kickoff is an opportunity for 
us to show residents how 
much we appreci-
ate them and need 
their help in keep 
our neighbor-
hoods safe” said 
Chief Lanier.

Media out-
lets gave pre-event 
coverage on their 
morning broad-
casts and Web sites, 
including WUSA 9, 
NBC 4, News Chan-
nel 8, and others. 
The Department’s 
internal Dispatch 
newsleter (a daily 
publication) plugged 
the event for weeks 
leading up to August 7 and  the 
weekly What’s New newsletter high-
lighted the event for three weeks to 
raise public awareness.

METROPOLITAN POLICE DEPARTMENT

Chief Cathy L. Lanier

For Internal MPDC Use Only

emergency response level

Yellow
national threat condition

Yellow
Levels are subject to change

SEE GO–OPS–803.04 FOR KEY TO LEVELS

Volume 9, Number 131

today in terrorism history

2003 Iraq: bombing of the Jordanian 

Embassy in Baghdad. A car bomb exploded 

outside the Jordanian Embassy in Baghdad, 

Iraq, killing 19 persons and wounding 

65. Most of the victims were apparently 

Iraqis, including 5 police officers. No group 

claimed responsibility.

roll call training

Recognizing and Identifying Ve-

hicle-Borne Improvised Explosive 

Devices (VBIED)

References: MPD Homeland Security and 

Counterterrorism Bulletin

With an alarming number of law en-

forcement officers being killed each 

year in automobile crashes — includ-

ing a growing number in red light-run-

ning collisions — the National Law 

Enforcement Officers Memorial Fund 

is teaming up with the National Cam-

paign to Stop Red Light Running and 

other traffic safety advocates in observ-

ing National Stop on Red Week 2007, 

which runs from August 5-11.

In recent years, red light running 

has become a growing danger for mo-

torists and law enforcement officers 

alike. According to NLEOMF records, 

at least 18 officers nationwide have 

been killed in red light-running colli-

sions since 1980. And the number has 

increased sharply in recent years. From 

two such officer fatalities in the 1980s, 

there were four in the 1990s and 12 al-

ready since the year 2000.

“Overall, fatal auto crashes involv-

ing officers have increased 34 percent 

over the past three decades, and red 

light running has certainly contribut-

ed to that alarming trend,” said Craig 

W. Floyd, Chairman and CEO of the 

NLEOMF, whose “Drive Safely” cam-

paign works to reduce the risks offi-

cers face on our roadways. “While it is 

something all of us learned at an early 

age, too many drivers seem to have for-

gotten the simple fact that red means 

stop, every time.”

The recent deaths include two offi-

cers killed by red light runners during 

2006.

NLEOMF Teams Up with Campaign to Observe National Stop on Red Week

Seattle (WA) Police Officer Joselito 

Alvarez Barber died August 13, 2006 

when his patrol car was broadsided by 

a driver who ran a red light traveling at 

an estimated 80 mph on a city street. 

The red light runner had four outstand-

ing warrants, including one for driving 

under the influence. A member of the 

Seattle Police Department for just five 

months, Officer Barber was engaged to 

be married.
On February 25, 2006, the police 

vehicle operated by Tampa (FL) De-

tective Juan Serrano was struck by an 

unlicensed driver who ran a red light 

and then fled the scene on foot, be-

fore being arrested a short time later. 

A 17-year veteran of the Tampa Police 

Department, Detective Serrano is sur-

vived by a wife and three children.

Originally organized by the Feder-

al Highway Administration and now 

spearheaded by the National Cam-

paign to Stop Red Light Running, Na-

tional Stop on Red Week aims to raise 

public awareness of the seriousness of 

this all-too-common danger, as well 

as the law enforcement practices and 

tools that can make the nation’s road-

ways safer.
For more information on National 

Stop on Red Week, visit www.stopred-

lightrunning.com. For information on 

the NLEOMF’s Drive Safely campaign, 

visit www.NationalPoliceMemorial.com and 

click on “Drive Safely.” 
Kevin Morison,

National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial Fund

JOIN US FOR NATIONAL NIGHT OUT TODAY! The District’s celebration of National 

Night Out 2007 will be held on Tuesday, August 7. A press conference at 10 AM will announce 

the day’s events at Ledroit Park Market (1901 4th Street, NW), followed by the official kickoff at 

Barry Farm Recreation Center, 1230 Sumner Road, SE, starting at 5 PM.  Events in all seven po-

lice districts are listed on the MPDC website at www.mpdc.dc.gov/nno. Please remember to 

send in pictures and stories from your PSA’s celebration to kevin.palmer@dc.gov.

Antonio Peoples
Assault with a Dangerous 

Weapon-Gun

warrant no. #2007-CRW-2307/

#2007-CRW-2308

Antonio Peoples is wanted for Assault with 

a Dangerous Weapon-Gun (Shooting) which oc-

curred on July 7, 2007 at 5:45 PM in the 900 block of 

French St., NW. PDID: 568-494. DOB: 02/15/1988. 

SSN: 577-25-9309 Peoples is described as a black 

male, 6’2” tall, 185 pounds, with brown eyes and 

black hair. LKA: 1230 Owens Place, NE.

If located, contact Detective Brian 

Devine on 673-6918 or 673-6914.

»

»

The District’s

Most Wanted

Published daily by the Office of Corporate Communications. Please distribute at Roll Call. Archived editions available at www.mpdc.org/dispatch

Please submit articles of interest to the force for publication in The Dispatch to kevin.palmer@dc.gov or call 727-4731.

O ur Mission

The mission of the Metropolitan Police Department 

is to prevent crime and the fear of crime, including 

terrorism, as we work with our partners to build safe, 

healthy, and prepared neighborhoods throughout the 

District of Columbia.

Information to Influence Positive Change. Every day.

August 7, 2007
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Media  
Coverage

As discussed earlier, this year’s 
coverage of the District’s celebration 
of National Night Out skewed to-
ward stories leading up to August 7 
as they related to other initiatives — 
particularly her “All Hands on Deck” 
plan, which culminated on the eve-
ning of National Night Out — un-
derway within the Department and 
the city, but day-of and night-of cov-
erage was still good. All major me-
dia outlets including the Washington 
Post and Washington Times and local 
broadcast organizations were repre-
sented in some way throughout the 
day. Coverage was very good for the 
morning press conference held at 
Ledroit Market in Northwest.

D.C. Tries to Combat Fear of 
Crime
Residents Enjoy Festivities but Express Skepticism 
About Commitment 

By Clarence Williams 
Washington Post Staff Writer 
Wednesday, August 8, 2007; B06 

Tyrone Cowan held plastic bags filled with footballs, 
Frisbees and other goodies that his four sons had 
gathered at the District's kickoff National Night Out 
event yesterday near his home in the Barry Farm 
public housing complex in Southeast Washington. 

Cowan, 28, held the loot while his boys enjoyed the 
moon bounce, free from fear of the violence or criminal activity that often plagues their streets. He was 
glad to see so many police officers and city officials, but they all seemed a bit like Santa Claus -- 
because, he said, they show up only once a year. 

"There are four seasons in a year, and they only do this in one, the summertime," Cowan said. "Police 
ain't around here unless somebody gets shot." 

Reaching residents such as Cowan continues to be a key challenge for D.C. police officials and Mayor
Adrian M. Fenty (D). 

Last night, the District coordinated its National Night Out festivities, part of a nationwide crime-fighting 
effort, with its ongoing push to reduce crime and improve relations between police and residents. At 
midnight, the police department wrapped up its third and final All Hands on Deck initiative, a 48-hour 
period in which all officers worked 12-hour shifts to help make arrests and to connect with residents. 

"It's time we start realizing that there is more to public safety than being police and locking people up," 
Police Chief Cathy L. Lanier said in an interview. 

Despite last night's efforts, the city's violent side was on display, with three shootings reported in 
separate incidents about 8:30 p.m. Four people, including three teenagers, were shot in the three 
incidents in Southeast. Police said the three incidents were not related, and none of the wounds was 
believed to be life-threatening. 

During the first two All Hands on Deck initiatives, in early June and late last month, police made almost 
1,100 arrests. Arrest totals were not available for the period that ended last night. 

"Every time I take a violent criminal off the street, the city is safer," Lanier said. 

But success is not just about statistics, Lanier and Fenty said, adding that they would also judge their 
performance on how safe residents feel. 

Page 1 of 2D.C. Tries to Combat Fear of Crime - washingtonpost.com

8/8/2007http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/08/07/AR2007080702267_pf....

Good media coverage followed the District’s planning and celebration of National Night Out 2007, including for the morning 
press conference announcing the kickoff, below left. Alison Starling of ABC 7 reports below. Above, a Washington Post piece 
online. Stories this year tended to combine the MPD’s focus on All Hands on Deck, Summer of Safety, and NNO.
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Top: The media ran clips of the 
press conference at Ledroit Market 
throughout the day, including the 
5:00 pm broadcast (News 4). Right: 
Target presents a check for $3,000 
to Chief Lanier at the morning press 
conference. Bottom right: Fox 5’s 
Girvir Dhindsa gives a preview of 
the day’s events on her morning 
broadcast, where a crew broadcast 
a live interview with members of 
Peaceaholics from Barry Farm as 
volunteers set up for the Kickoff.

Chief Lanier also held live in-
terviews from the Kickoff at Bar-
ry Farm with News Channel 8 and 
The Weather Channel, the lat-
ter focusing on the extreme heat 
and the Department’s response 
to any spikes in crime as a result. 
The Chief used the opportunity 

to promote police-com-
munity partnerships and 
crime prevention across 
the country.
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